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INTRODUCTION. 


7 ven firſt replied to W. R. W. I did not expect to be 
i drawn into a controverſy of ſuch length; but the pertinaci- 
= ous malevolence and miſreprentations of that writer, made it neceſ- 
ſary for me to rejoin, in which I made uſe of ſome ſevere expreſ- 
1 ſions, at once to convince my antagoniſt that I knew him, and that 
fil he perſiſted in ſuch calumnious abuſe and evaſions, I would drag 
3 him out into public notice. His next replication was ſo unjuſtifiable 
in every point of view, that I was deſired by ſome particular friends, 
unreſervedly to expoſe him. But the impreſſions of former friendſhip 
were not obliterated ; and diſdaining wantonly to trample upon the 
4 feelings of a defenceleſs foe, I determined to write him a private 
'* letter, to offer him eaſy terms of accommodation. His reply was 
of that nature, as to oblige me perſonally to attack him in the public 
papers. For this reaſon I publiſh thoſe letters in their proper order | 
of time, as EE me to the uren Correfpongence. 


It is now left with the world to judge, whether he has not moſt 
_ juſtly merited the chaſtiſement he has received. 1 hope it will at 
| leaſt have this good effect upon him, to teach him that inſolence, 
prevarication and perſcmal abuſe, are at all times unbecoming the 
charafter of a gentleman ; and that the puſilanimous abuſe of an 
anonymous ſcribbler, ought not to paſs unpumſhed, and will 
generally meet its reward, 


: The 


| | C9] 


The reaſons which induced me to write on this ſubje&, are 
ſpoken to in my narrative; and I have only to requeſt the candid 
reader, to accept-my.intention for the performance; and generouſly 
to overlook thoſe inaccuracies of expreſſion, which he will too often 
meet with, as the natural conſequences of but a mediocrity of ur- 
derſtanding, and hurry of buſineſs in tho line of my profeſſion, 


S. N. 


Yarrow, Aug. 9, 1786, 


AUTHENTIC ANECDOTES, 


O 


From: te BRISTOL GAZETTE. 
Fo LP ERC, 


WW: EN you can ſpare room in your Gazette, I think you will no 
| be able to preſent your readers with any account ſo extraordi- 
nary and ſurprizing as the following. It is the moſt ſingular caſe 
of perverted reaſon and bodily ſuffering that I ever heard of; nor 
have the moſt learned and ingenious perſons been able to ſolve the 
phenomenon, much leſs to adminiſter relief to the afflicted objett. 
You may depend on the authentjeuy of every part of the relation 3 
a member of my family having been near 30 years miniſter of the 
place where the,perſon reſides, many ot mv friends ſtill inhabiting 
it, and myſelf having been frequently a witneſs to the facts, I ſhall 
mention, 5 ES HON! | þ 
About 18 vears ago the unfortunate ſubje& of this epiſtle, going 
about the neighbourhood with other young fellows, acting Chriſtmas 
Plavs or mummeries, ſuddenly fell down ſenſeleſs, and was with great 
difficulty recovered. When he came to himſeif, the account he 
gave was, that he ſeemed at the moment of his fall to have received 
a violent blow from the hand of ſome perſon, who, as he thought, 
was allowed thus to puniſh him for acting a part in the play. From 
that moment, he has been ſubjeR, at uncertain and different periods, 
to fi's of a moſt ſingular and dreadful nature. The firſt ſymptom is 
a powerful agitation of the right hand, to which ſucceed terrible dif. 
tortions of the countenance. | he influence of the fit has then com- 
menced. He declaresin a roaring voice that he is the Devil, who with 
many horrid execrationsſummons about him certain perſons devoted 
to his will, and commands them to torture this unhappy patient with 
all the diabolical means in their p wer. The ſuppoſed demon then 
directs his ſervants to ſing. Accordingly the patient ſings in a different 
voice a jovial hunting ſong, which having received the approbaiion 
of the foul fiend, is ſucceeded by a ſong in a female voice, very delicate- 
ly expreſſed; and this is followed, at the particular Wa of the 
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gemon, by a paſtoral-ſong in the form of a dialogue, ſung by, and 


in the real character of, the patient himſelf. After a pauſe and more 
violent diſtortions, he again perſonates the demon, and ſings in a 
hoarſe, frightful voice, another hunting ſong. But in all theſe ſongs 


whenever any expreſſions of gqgdneſs, benevolence, or innocence, 
occurs in the original, it is regularly changed to another of its oppo- 


ſite meaning: neither cen the patient bear to hear any good words 
whatever, nor any expreſſion relating to the church, during the in- 


Afuence of his fit, but is exaſperated by them into the moſt ſhocking 


degree of blaſph&my and outrage. Neither can he ſpeak or write 
any expreſſions of this tendency, whilſt the ſubſequent weakneſs 
of his fits is upon him; but is driven to madneſs by their mention. 
Having performed the ſongs, he continues to perſonate the demon, 


and de1ides the attempts Which the patient has been making to get 


out of his power, that he will perſecute and torment him more and 


more to the end of his life, and that all the efforts of parſons and 


phyſicians ſhall prove fruitleſs, An inverted“ Te Deum is then ſung in 
the alternate voices of a man and a woman, who with much pro- 
faneneſs thank the demon for having given them power over the pa- 


tient, which they will continue to exerciſe as long as he lives, The 
demon then concludes the ceremony, by declaring his unaltera- 


ble reſolution to puniſh him for ever; and after barking fiercely, and 
interſperſing many affertions of his own diabolical dignity, the fit 


fubſides into the ſame ſtrong agitation of the hand that introduced it, 


ard the patient recovers from its influence utterly weakened and ex- 


haufted. At certain periods of the fit, he is ſo violent that an aſſiſt- 


ani is always obliged to be at hand, to reſtrain him from committing 
fome injury on himſelf, though to the ſpectators he is perfectly harm- 
tels. He underſtands all that is ſaid and done during his fits, and 
well even reply ſometimes to queſtions aſked him. He is under the 
influence of theſe paroxiſms generally near an hour; during which 


time his eyes are faſt cloſed. Sometimes he fancies himſelf changed 
into the form of an animal; when he aſſumes all the motions and 


ſounds that are peculiar to it. From the execrations he utters it may 
be preſumed that he is or was of an abandoned and profligate charac 
ter, but the reverſe is the truth; he was ever of a remarkable inno- 


cent, and inoffenſive diſpoſition, Every method that the variety of 


perſons who have come to fee him have ſuggeſted, every effort of 
fome very ingenious gentlemen of the faculty who applied their ſeri- 


ous attention to his caſe, has been long ago and recently exerted 


without ſucceſs ; and fome years ago he was ſent to St. George's 
Hoſpital, where he remained about twenty weeks, and was pro- 
nounced incurable, Of late, he has every day at leaſt three and 
fometimes nine of theſe fits, which have reduced him to great weak- 
nels and almoſt to deſpair ; for he cannot hear any virtuous or reli- 
gious 
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Our very judicious author it is preſumed intended to write yzAvERT ED: 
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(7) 
gious expreſſion uſed without pain and horror. The emaciated and 
exhauſted figure that he preſents, the number of years that he has 


deen ſubject to this malady, and the e of want and diſtreſs 
that lies before him through being thus diſabled from following his 


buſineſs, all preclude the ſuſpicion of impoſture. His life is become 
a ſeries of intenſe pain and 'anxiety, . IO. ho 

Should any of your readers queſtion the authenticity of this rela- 
tion, or conceive themſelves able to adminiſter relief, or even miti- 


gation to this afflicted object, you know your correſpondent and have 


my free conſent to refer them to me. 


I remain, your very humble ſervant, 
Wrington, June 5, 1788, W. R. W. 


A fort account of the fingular deliverance of George Luk ins, (the abooe 
aflifled man, ) of the Pariſh of Yatton in the County of Somerſet, aged 
44, and by trade a Taylor, | 


'QOME perſons who had been wo. gere with his unhappy ſitua- 


tion for many years, had heard him repeatedly ſay that he was 
poſſeſſed with ſeven devils, and if ſeven miniſters could be got to 
pray with him in faith, they would be caſt out. But his declara- 
tion being treated as a viſionary matter, he remained in his former 
ſtate notwithſtanding every means made uſe of for his cure. —How- 
ever, a perſon who felt much for his deplorable caſe, had him 
brought to Briſtol laſt week to ſee if any thing could be done for 
him, and to meet the ſubject on his own ground of an expected cure. 

After he had been here a few days, and was ſeen by many per- 
ſons in his fits or ſpaſms, (who obſerved that the particular circum- 
ſtances attending them fully coincided with the above letter) ſeveral 


Miniſters were prevailed upon to meet on the occaſion.— They ac- 


cordingly met in the Veſtry room of Temple-Church, on Friday the 
13th inſtant, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, attended by the 
oor man, and ſeveral other perſons to aſſiſt in managing of him in 
is fits :F—And the following is a relation of ſome of the particulars 
on the above awful occaſion. 5 | 
1. They began ſinging an hymn, on which the man was im- 
mediately thrown into ſtrange agitations, (very different from his 
uſual ſeizures) ; his face was firſt variouſly diſtorted and his whole 


body ſtrongly convulſed. His right hand and arm then began to 
ſhake with violence, and after ſome violent throes, he ſpake in a 
deep hoarſe, hollow voice, perſonating an inviſible agent calling the 


man to an account, and upbraiding him as a fool for bringing that 
filly company together, ſaid it was to no purpoſe, and ſwore “ by 
his infernal den, that he would never quit his hold of him, but 

1 | | 1 1s f would 


' + When no man has been preſent, a boy of ten or eleven years old hath fre- 
quently held him in his fits; and a ſingle man of moderate ſtrength, could in his 
Qticks always hold him at Yatton. 1 ng | 


142 

werd torment him a thouſand” times worſe for making the vaſes 
attempt. 

2. He then binds to ſing i in his uſual manner, OY | erſonating joue 
dupiſible agent) horribly blatpbemipg, boaſted of his power, and 
avowed eternal venzeance on the m ſe 1atle object. ard on thoſe pre- 
tent {or daring to oppole him ;Q, and commarided his * faithful and 
obedient ſervants” to appear and take their ſtations. 

3. Fe then ſpake in a temale voice, very exp reſſive of from and 
deriſion, and demanded to know why the fool had brought fucha 
company there? and ſwore © by the devil” that he would mot quit 
his hold of hem, and bid. defiar ce 10, and curſed all who ſhould 
attempt to reſeie the miſerable object from them. He then ſung: in 
the fame ſemale voice a kind of love ſong, at the concluſion of which 
te was violently tortured, and repeated moſt horrid imprecations. . 

4. Another inviſible agent came forth, aſſuming a different voice, 
dut his manner much the fame as the preceding one. A kind of 
dialogue was then ſung in a-hoaiſe and ſoft voice alternately; at the 
conclution of which, as before, the, man was th1own into violent 
| agonies and blalphemed 1 in a manner too dreadful to be expreſſed. 

5. He then perſonated, and ſaid, „I am the great Devil; and 
after much boaſting of his power and biding defiance to all his op- 

pPoſers, ſung a kind of hunting ſong ; at the concluſion of which he 
was moſt violently . tortured, ſo that it was with d fliculty hat two 
firong men could hold him (though he is but a ſmall man and 5 
weak in conſtitution); ſometimes he would let up a hedious laugh 
and at other times bark in a manner indiſcribably horrid. 

6. After this he ſummoned all the infernals to appear, and drive 


f fervent prayer, he ſung a Te Deum to the devil. in different voices, 
—faying, + We.praiſe thee, O devil; we ackrow edge t thee to be 
the lupreme governor,” &c. &c. 

, 7. When the noiſe was ſo great as to obſtruct the company pro- 
ceeding in prayer, they ſung together an hymn Juirable to the oc- 
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great Devil bid them defiance, curling and vowing dreadful ven- 
geance on all prelent. One in the company commanded him in the 
name of the great Jehovah to declare his name? Jo which he repli- 
1 ed, „ am the Devil.“ The tame perſon then charged him in the 
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| he made anſwer, That I may ſhew my power est men. 4. | 
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2 it may net be improper to remark, that this man was not a ventriloquiſt; 3 that 
he ſpake in different voices, fingly, and diſtinctly, like other men: and that being 
adjured in Greek and Latin by Mr. M Geary, the pretenced Devils were ſo unclaſ- 
ical as not to be abie to reply. And ſo eaſy is it to immitate George Lukins in all 

| his manceuvres, that ſeveral in Yatten completely periogate Þ him for the e of 

& || an __ themſclves or ttrangers. 


+ A very ſubtle devil indeed thus to deted and defeat hilnſelt 1 15 


che company away. And while the miniſters were engaged in 


9 caſion. Whilſt they were in prayer. the voice Which perlonated the 


name of Jehov ah to declare why he tormented the man? Jo which | 


E i 


3 


ey 3 


8. The poor man ſtill remained in great agonies and torture, and 
prayer was continued for his deliverance. A clergyman preſent 
deſired him to endeavour to {peak the name of © Jelus,” and ſeveral 
times repeated it to him, at all of which he replied © Devil.” —during 


this attempt a ſmall faint voice was heard laying, * Why don't you 


adjure?” On which the clergyman commanded, in the name of 
Jeſus, and in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, 
the evil ſpirit to depart from the man; which he repeated ſeveral 
times: — when a voice was heard to lay, © Muſt I give up my pow- 
er?” and this was followed by dreadful howlings. Soon after 
another voice, as with aſtoniſhment, ſaid, © Our maſter has deceiv- 
ed us. — The clergyman ſtill continuing to repeat the adjuration, a 


voice was heard to ſay. ** Where ſhall we go?” and the reply was, 


. To hell, thine own infernal den, and return no more to torment 
this man: — On this the man's aggitations and diſtortions were 
ſtronger than ever, attended with the moſt dreadful howling that 
can be conceived. But as ſoon as this conflict was over, he ſaid, in 
His own natural voice, © Bleiled Jeſus!“ - became quite ſerene, im- 
mediately praiſed God for his celiverance, and kneeling down 


laid the Lord's prayer, and returned his moſt devout thanks to 


all who were preſent, | oy. | 2 

The meeting broke up a little before one o'clock, having laſted 
near two hours, and the man went away entirely delivered, and has 
had no return of the dilorder ſince. | 

We lay the abovenarrative before the public, asauthenticated to us 
by ſeveral perſons who were preſent, and on whole veracity we can 
depend; we forbear making any comment on the {ubje&, but leave 
dur readers in poſſeſſion of the facts, to give that credibility to the 
various circumſtances as the whole or any part of ſo extraordinary 
a rclation may deſerve, | 


June, 18, 1788. 


The ſeven Miniſters employed in this wwful and marvellous undertaking 
were the Reverend JOSEPH EASTERBROOK, Vicar of Temple 2 


Meſſrs. T. M*GEARY, Schoctmaſter, 
W. HUNT, Taylor, | 
. VALTON, = 
- BROADBENT, 
J. BRETTEL, 


Lay Divines in Connection 
f with Mr. WESLEY. 


. RHODES, | - 9 | 

Some few others of the £Lz0T were preſent, but no one from the neighbourhood 

of Yatton, | | 
SER 


INCE your laſt week's paper appeared, I have received frequent 
applications from gentlemen in Briſtol, and otner parts of the 
kingdom, deſiring in their own name, and in the name of multitudes 
B that 


( 10 ) 


that I would either authenticate, or oppole the account therein given, 
of the deliverance of George I.uxins. In order therefore to ſatisfy 


the deſire of the public, I have diligently conſidered the little hiſtory 


you have publiſhed of that extraordinary caſe, and freely own, that 
if you correct the errata, and put adjure, for abjure, and adjuration for 
abjuration, you will then give the world a genuine, faithful, and true 
narrative of the principal circumſtances and phraſes, which really 

occurred, in the morning of Fridav the 1gth inſtant, in the veſtry 
room of Temple Church. Let me beg the favor of you to republiſh 


the narrative thus correfted, and you and the public at large may be 


aſſured, that the whole of that marvellous relation will then be fairly 
ſtated and juſtly expreſſed. N | 
I am Sir, your very humble ſervant, 


5 JOSEPH EASTERBROOE, 
June 24, 1788, Vicar of Temple, Briſtol. 


— 


. 


LE things could ſurpriſe me more than the narrative of George 
Lukins's caſe, publiſhed in your paper of the 19th inftant. by 


W. R. W. of Wrin.1on, and that too as introductory to the cure of 


the pretended damoniac. b 


I doubt not bu hat many pious people will give implicit belief to 
the whole ſtory; and it is with the ſincereſt regret that I find mylelf 


obliged from a love te plain truth, to give a brief and faithful rela- 


tion of that caſe, I know too well the narrow limits of my abilitięs 
as a writer, no! to tremble at even the thought of a literary diſcuſ- 
fon, with ſo able an opponent ; but truſting to that generoſity and 
candour which an enlightened public will ever extend to the cauſe 
of truth, though exhibited in the poor garb of ſimplicity only, I in- 


liſt myſelf its votary. Indeed without this perſuaſion I ſhould not 


venture thus to addreſs myſelf to you. 

In the latter end of the year 1769, or beginning of 1770, G. 
Lukins of Vatton, the perſon whoſe caſe I have been {peaking of, 
with ſome young people, went to the houſe of the late Mr. Love, 
to perform Chriſtmas - lays. Mr. Love being of a generous diſpofi— 
tion, gave them ſo much liquor as to intoxicate them. G. Lukins 


was greatly overloaded, and in endeavouring to walk out, fell down 


at the door. where he remained till aſſiſtance was given him. The 
next day, and for a conſiderable time after, he pretended he was 
hurted by Mr. Love's dog. Soon after this incident, his fits com- 
menced In ſome few weeks he pretended he was bewitched. At 


certain intervals his fits would return, or he would be ſpeechleſs 


during a determina e ſpace of time, always foretold by himſelf.— 
Sometimes he attemj ted to run into a pond or ſhallow river. At 
Other times he would leap, howl, &c. and diſtort himſelf violently. 

| Several 
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Several times he danced in a large chimney corner, upon burning 


coals; and lay down on a box near a large fire, covered with 
many cloaths, and {weated profuſely. During all his pretended pa- 
roxiſms he has fully retained his different ſenſes and underſtanding, 
from the firlt of his performances to the termination of them. But 


his curſes, exectations, and expreſſions during his fits have notwith- 


ſtanding been moſt truly horrible. 

AK theſe oddities were attributed to the power of witchcraft, or 
influence of an evil ſpirit. In June 1570, I ſetiled at Yatton, and 
for ſome time lodged in the ſame houle with this man; ſo that I had 
freq ent opportunities to ſee him in his fits; in every one of which 
except in inging, he performed not more than moſt active young 
people can calily do, I except ſinging for this reaſon, becauſe many 
have neither an ear for muſic nor knowledge of notes; but from his 
youth this man was, as it were, bred to ling ng. Convinced that all 


| his complaints were feigned, or occaſioned by hypocondriaciſm, I 


directed the people to permit him to trample on the fre, or run into 
the river or the pool, which were very ſhallow, and obſerved to 
them, that no ill conſequences could tollow, as in caſe of neceſſity 


; they could inſtantly ſave him. From that time he left off thoſe at- 
tempts, and the fears of his friends on that head were diſſipated. ſo 


prove himſelf bewitched, he gave me and others many relations 
of the power of witches, their iniquitous practices and puniſh- 
ments for them. When he would be thought ſpeechleſs, he 
could thruſt his tongue out of his mouth towards his noſe or 


| chin, make uſe of it in every manner neceſſary for ſpeech ; modiſy 


his voice to almoſt all ſounds; and being perfectly ſenſible at thoſe 
times, ſinging many agreeable tunes, ſwallowing and doing every 
act and thing with underſtanding and preciſion, and having the free 
and proper ule of every part and organ ſubſervient to ſpeech ; no 
good reaſon can poſſibly be aſſigned for his obſtinate taciturnity, but 
his predetermination. Soon after I ſaw him, he thought, or pre- 
tended that his fingers were contracted, and kept his fiit clinched : 
but Leaſily put his fingers out ſtrait, and kept them ſo upon a hand- 
board, without occaſioning ſwelling, pain or ſpaſm, which could 
not have been the caſe had there been a contraction of the muſcular 
and tendonous parts. His next ſubterfuge was a pretended contrac- 
tion of his thumb, which he would pertinaciouſly keep cloſe to the 
palm of kis hand, I had previouſly given up the care of him, being 


_ diſguſted at his ridiculous pretences : but to convince the family 


where he lodged of the impropriety of this trick alſo, I defired a diſ- 
creet man with whom he fept to obſerye his hand in the morning 
before he awoke; ſo watchful was the patient, that it was ſeveral 
mornings before this could be done; at length, however, Mr. P. 
inſtantly recollecting himſelf when he awoke, gently turned down 
the bedcloaths, and found his thumb fully extended, and at reſt 
upon his breaſt, Mr. P. then pretended to awake diſturbed, and 
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George Lukins awaking, inſtantly contraGed his thumb as before, 
J need not draw any inference; the intelligent reader muſt dilcery 
the cauſe of this complaint : but the principles of compaſſion operat- 
ed too powerfully upon many for them to allow themſelves even to 
reaſon upon his caſe, About that time a perſon of credit reading 
in the bible, deſignedly pronounced father improperly; our patient 
Was at that time as ſpeechleſs as at different other times: but he 
endeavoured as ſhe thought to tell her: ſhe as often repeated that 
word wrongly, till at laſt our {peechlets actor haſtily gave her the pro- 
per pronunciation, and then appeared as recollecting himſelf and 
greatly diſtreſſed. = | | | 
He continued in the ſame way a long time, till by means of a pe- 
tition he had collected ſomething contiderable; ſoon after which his 
complaints left him, or he them, It mult be admitted, that wrong- 
apprehenſions produce various influences upon the body, which 
people of weak underſtanding may greatly ſuffer from. Lhe caſes 
of a young man and a young woman. who went to fee George Lu- 
Kins in his paroxiſms, if I may fo call them, fully. prove this. | 
The firſt was a ſervant man of Mr. John Young, of this pariſh, 
Soon after ſeeing George Lukins, he fancied himſelf bewitched, and 
appeared greatly aftrighted, diſtorted his face and limbs, bellowing, 
leaping, falling down, acting, and ſinging with, as it were, different 
voices, very much like him. His malter haſted to my houſe, and 
deſired me to go with him. It was agreed between us, that if T found 
it prudent, I ſhould be allowed to threaten either himſelf, Mrs. 
Young, or any of the family. The fellow on my arrival appeared 
all diſtraction. I treated him roughly; threatened his maſter, 
&c. for hearkening to the fool; infiſted inſtantly upon bleeding him, 
vomited him, and on the next morning purged him briſkly, The 
fellow, expecting a daily repetition of the {ame treatment, aſſumed 
by the morning his proper underſtanding, and followed his buſineſs 
as before, —The other was a poor girl of Chelvey. This girl was 
affected in the ſame manner, and from the ſame cauſe as Mr. Young's 
man-{ervant.” She was ſuppolcd to be lunatic or hyſteric, by her 
neighbours. I was employed for her, and gave her, at the requeſt of 
the overſeer, large quantities of antilpaſmodic or nervous medicines, 
during the ſpace of five or {1x days, without the leaſt benefit; when 
purſuing my own inclination, I exhibited two ſurly emetics a little 
while before the appointed times for the return of her fits; leaving 
her wholly at other times, to herſelf during her performances, and 
in two or three days ſhe left them off, and was fully reſtored to a 
due ſenſe of her folly. 

But to return to the caſe of George Lukins. He remained a con- 
ſiderable time free from his pretended fits, and followed his bufineſs 
as a Taylor, or ſome other employment, But the ſame diſpoſition re- 
turning, his old tricks were renewed. The attention of moſt peo- 
ple was again attracted to him, and many ſchemes to reſcue him Tom 
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[the hands of the witches were deviſed and employed: even pre- 
tended conjurors were ſought out & applied to; but their dire ions 
and exorcilms were prattiled in vain. But ſhameful io think of, 
ſeveral very indigen! and infirm old people were again cruelly cen- 
fared fer bewitching him. At length he was fent to St. George's 


Hoſpital in London, where he remained many weeks. Some of the 
faculty there defired to be ſent for whenever his fits returned; but 
this never happened, after he was duly admitted as a patient in 
that hoſpital, notwithſtanding the punttuality with which his fits 
ever have returned, according to his on prognoftications, before 
and fince his return thence. We mutt not ſuppoſe that an intima- 


tion from the nurſe of the beneficial effetts, in ſuch caſes, of the laced 


waiſtcoat could operate fo powerfully as to drive the witches or 
devils, whether ie or ſhe, ſmall or great, out of him; but it ſeems an 
undoubted fat, that he never had a fit after he went before the board 
of governors in that hoſpital. After his return to his brother's at Yat- 
ton, he played off the ſame feats. 11s brother grew tired of him, 
and Richard Beacham of this paiiſh was defired to lodge him. 
He conſulted me on the occalion, I adviicd both him and his wife to 
take him in, and gave it as my opinion, that they would not ſuffer 
the leaſt inconvenience from his lodging with them; being fully 
perſuaded that he would not have any fits, if he was not fuffered to 
{ee, or be ſeen by, any perſons at their houte, during the times he may 
be deſirous of exhibiting his feats. For ite ſpace of ſeveral months 


| he ſtayed with them, and the event juſtified my opinion. After he 


left R. Beacham's houſe, a very long interval elapled before he 
again commenced his old performances, which happened in the courſe 
of laſt year. He was not, however, lo forgetful of his intereſt, as not 
to have recourſe to another petition. All his former mockeiies or 
performances were ſometimes attributed te the power of the devil; 
but fince this laſt renewal of them, after pretending to wound a poor 
inoffenſive old woman becauſe the bewitched him, he has now fully 
and generally attributed all his ablurdities and abominable per forman- 
ces to the inv iſible influence of fatan only. In his performances the 
commencement and duration of which have always been foretold by 
him, if any well informed perlon, under pretence of holding him, 
would not ſupport him ſo as to enable him to play off his tricks, 
without ſuffering him to fall or injure himiclf, he has con ſtantly left 
off that part of his antics, and ſubſtituted another in its ſtead; and 
unviual and horrible as his tricks haue been through the whole 
continuance of them, he has taken due carcat all times not mate rially 
to injure himſelf or any perſon, So that he appears to h. ve been 
poſſeſſed with the act of volition, fully and perfectly at all times, 
enjoying alſo his powers of obſervation, rcoolleftion, and reaſoning, 
as completely during his abominable antics and horrible blaſphe- 
mies, as at any other time. I am ſurprileg to ſee him repreſemed 
as in a meagre and emaciated ſtate this is by no means the caſe 


Allow 


— — a 


r 


222 „ he TOI IS 
„ . 


Ce — a. dba, 
2 * "as 


„„ 


Allowing for his increaſe of years, I have not known him look bet- 


ter than at the preſent time; and if walking betwen twenty and: 


tiny miles in {even or eight hours is not a full proof of his ſtrength 
which he has done very lately, I wiſh to know what will or can be 


deemed ſuch. With equal truth is the aſſertion made, of his Keep- 


ing his eyes faſt during his fis, for he takes care frequently to veep, 


or flyly to ſquiat at his wiſe viſitors. Ihe late pious Mr, Wake, 


dur Vicar, loon looked upon his pretences with due contempt. 
And I hope this plain account of the ſubje& will prevent the honeſt 
ud well meaning from being deceived by groundlels pretences. 
| | S8. N. 
Yatton, June 21, 1788. - 
8 I X, : | | 

HEN a man Qands forth to contradict facts that have ben 4 
ſerted to the Public, it is at lealt neceſſary that he conhne 
himſelf within the limits of rut. Folly, nonſenſe: and inconſiſtency 
we may eaſily pardon, as being the natural effects of conſtitutional 
whrmity ; but if to promote his cauſe he calls in the aſſiſtance of di- 
rect falſhood, it is a convincing evidence that truth alone is not able 

to ſupport it. i oO” Lis 
I am led to theſe reflections by a moſt curious epiſtle in your laſt 


paper, ſigned 8. N. the humane writer of which endeavours to fix 


apon the once unhappy, but now rejoicing pariſhioner of Vatton, 
the fligma of an Impoſtor, But how weakly, let the flimſy, the 
f-ivolous, the {elſe allegations it contains, abundantly tellify, All 
the little dirty, contemptible traſh that of courſe has ariſen in ſuch a 
length of time from fo extraordinary an affair, has this opener of the 
eyes of the public raked together in order to invalidate the ſtrong 
tacts that are before them, And he begins his declamation with aſ- 
turing the world, {as an ingenious firſt principle from which the ſubs 
ſequent phenomena originated) that the man was at the beginning of 
them intoxicated with liquor. - Marvellous conſideration ! worthy no 
doubt both of ſolving the appearances that followed, ani of totall 


diſcrediting the-ſufferer, But what will this candid, enlightened, and 


enlightening dictator ſay, if in direct terms I contradiR his aſſertion ? 
if I declare from the teſtimony of a credible witneſs preſent on the 


memorable occaſion, that none of the young fellows were in the leaſt 
intoxicated, and if I conſider this accuſation as being merely founded 


on the circumſtance of having performed their mummeries at the 
mirthful period of Chriſtmas ? One wilful falſhood, fir is ſufficient 
to vitiate a whole ſtory, as well as the teſtimony of the relator. 

But admitting that Lukins was, as this writer—facetioully elegant 
—expreſles it, greatly overloaded, is his inebriation at that moment 


competent to account for the violent fits, convulſions, and par oxiſms 


of nature, to which he was for eighteen years and nineteen weeks at 
different periods ſubjec? is it credible that a young man in a decent 
5 | trade, 
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trade, of a reputable family, religiouſly educated, of a remarkably 
meek and inoftenſive diſpoſition, thould without any viſible motive 
whatever, with no proſpett of gain, aſſume ſuch d eadful appearan: es, 
the natural tendency of which was to affright his neighbours, and har— 
raſs his affectionate family ?—ail impoltures are projected with ſome 


deſign: even Flizabeth Can ning may be ſuſpected to have had an 


intereſted motive, and the purpoie of the Cock Lane Ghoft was diſ- 
covered to have been mercenary, —But inthis caſe, the moſt acute ſaga- 
city cannot diſcern any advantage that could accrue from the aſſump— 
tion: on the contrary, this man, though ever prone to ind ſtry, Was 
frequently diſabled from proſecuting tis employment, and became 
a ſubject of horror and diftreſs. to himelf, to his friends, and to his 


ſpecies in general. Can it be wondered at if in theſe deplorable cir- 


cumſtances the hand of compaſſion was extended to him, when his 
hopeleſs infirmities forbade him to earn bs own livelihood, and 


| compelled kim frequently to be an unwilling burthen upon his humble 


family ? I he emaciated figure that he was uſed to preſent, his pallid 


eye, and woeful countenance were ſufficient indications in the view 


of humanity that his miſeries were ſomething different from aſſump— 
tive; and as to his walking in a ſhort ume to and from Br:fiol during 
the intervals of his fits, that undertaking is very naturally altri- 


buted to his induſtrious and grateful diſpoſition, (which prompted 


him to exert his ſtrength to the utmoſt in the ſervice of his family) 
and his ſpeed on the occaſton—for he is but a little light man—to his 


_ apprehenſion, leſt his fits ſhould ſeize him on the road; as, notwith- 
| flanding all his precautions, they have frequently done, and he has 


been obliged to retire behind the next hedge, and there in ſolitude 
to go through the whole ſeries of his uuaccountable diſorder, * 

His eyes were undoubtedly, in general, faſt cloſed durig his fits; 
but as he uſed to be perfectly ſenſible at thoſe times, it is no ve 


' wiſe proof of impoſture that he ſometimes opened them at the en- 


trance of ſtrange company, on hearing a noiſe, &c. Great {trets is 
laid too by this correſpondent of your's on his having forced open 
the patients hand, whilſt it was fait clinched. On which heroic act 
1 ſhall only obſerve; that the ſtrongeſt men in the place have fre- 
quently in vain attempted—even to the hazard of breaking one of 
his fingers—to do with all their force what this boaſtful perlon in 
forms the public, he did with eaſe, : 

Hie proceeds to tell us that the patient's hand, though ſtronęly 
contracted in the day time, was during his ſleep early in the mom- 
ing perceived to be open. And cannot this ſage gentleman, it he 
really knows any thing of the dottrine of the animal ftume, calily 
conceive the poſhbility, nay the natural tendency ot ſlecp to relax 
the muſcular exertion? It is not contended that the contraction was 


perpetual : 


* How conſiſtent ! this writer aſſerts in his firſt letter under the ſignature ci 
W. R. W. that at certain periods of the fits, he is ſo violent that an aſſiſtant is 
e obliged to be at hand, to reſtraia him from commit ne Du iniu⁰jEÿié a 
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perputal: on the contrary, it was uncertain both in its periods and 
duration. Where then is the wonder if it occaſionally retired under 
mitigating influence of flumber, and gradually returned with the 
awakening ſtrength of che patient? | : 

I am fick of ſuch puerile minuation, and have hardly patience to 


mention the ſtories of the two perſons who thought themielves be- 


witched after having ſeen Lang. For what is the logick of theſe 
curious inſtances ? Theſe perions thought them ſelves bewitched, and 
aſſumed the appearance of diabolical poſſeſſion; therefore LR INS 
thou;ht himlelt bewitched, and aſſumed the appearance, &c, Let 
us apply this ingenious reaſoning to a ſuppoled cale of perſons of 
weak nerves going to fee the undoubted madmen in Bealam : they 
come home ſo ſhocked at what they have leen and heard, that their 
imagination is aflected, they fancy themielves in the ſituation of the 
Bedlamites, and become for a time frantic; but arc reduced to reaſon 
by the {al itary power of medicine: when behold in ſteps a ſtrange 
dogmatica! character, and undertakes to prove [rom the temporary 
impreſſion caught by the recorere parties, that the Bedlanlites Liens 
ſelves are in their ſober {cnles; and this is his argument, Ihe for- 
mer perſons having ſeen the Bed amites ASSUME b the appearance of 


madneſs: therefore the Redfantes only assU MED the appearance of | 


madneſs.— *rſum teneatis? If your correſpondent be a medical man, 
I thiak he ſhould not ex pole his practice. Bleeding, vomiting, and 


purging one patient in the {pace of a few hours, and giving another 


| two furly emeticks in a ſhort ſpace before the expected return of the 


fit, remind one of the vittorious practice of Drs. Laſt and dun grado: 


the former of whom having, as Foote ſays, opened the front door, 


and the back door if the enemy would not go out, it was no fault of 


the doctor. 0 

S. N. condeſcends to acknowledge that Lukins was a patient for 
this diforder in St. Geoice's HosriTAL many weeks.—He was ſo 
indeed, Sir; the weeks were ſo many that they wanted but three 
of half a year. Lhere, vour faithful correſpondent firſt aſſerts bold- 


ly that his fits never returned after he was duly admitted as a pa- 


1» 


tient in the hoſpital,” and preſently adds, with a degree of recollective 
diſcretion, but it frems an undo ubted fact that he never had a fit 
after he went fre (is your correſpondent an [1ifhman or an Ame- 
rican?) © the Board of Governors.” But from bold unqualified af- 
ſertion, and from ieemmg arguments, let us reſort to plain truth -: 
and the lein truth is, that {24:25 was troubled with his fits through 
the whole lime, at different intervals, of his refidence in the hoſpital 3 
that he was very deſirious of being ſeen under their influence by the 
faculty; and that none of them, the houſe-ſurgeon excepted, ever ſaw 
him in thoſe ſituations. So that S. N. has committed another ſmall 
miſtake, in ſaying that the faculty deiired to be ſent for, whenever 

his fits returned. | 
But as I have given ſome fair evidencies of the acuteneſs, the ve- 
racity, and the candid diſpoſttion of your correſpondent, (who no doubt 
| — has 
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has undertaken this enquiry from the pureſt of motives, and not from 
any pique that the pariſh-never thought it worth while to aſe his opimon, 
nor employ him for the recovery,) ſo let me give you a ſtriking in- 

ſtance of his great humanity andh is judgement. “ Convinced,” 
ſays he, „ that all his complaints were feigned or eccaſioned by hypo- 
chondriacifm, I directed the people to permit him to trample on the 
fire, or run into the river.” —Here let me offer a tribute of ap- 
plauſe to thoſe rulers of the pariſh, who from theſe ſpmptoms of 
judgment and philanthropy in the magnanimovs S. N. intruſled 


not this unhappy patient to % tender mercies of his direction Whe- 
ther Lutins was an impoſter, or labouring under the influence of a 


deplorable hypochondriaciſm, (that urges the ſufferers to acts of 


_ madneſs and deſperation, from which common minds would be vi- 


gilant to reſtrain them) it was equally proper that he ſhould be 


permitted to trample on the fire, and run into the river! This in- 


.  dred outdoes Drs. Laſt and Sangrado: THEY only uſed mitigations 


bf diſorders ; this immortal genius would put an immediate ſtop to all 


complaints, by letting the patient fulfil his comical whims and va- 
garies, by the exhibition of a due quantity of pure water, or the 


adminiſtration of the afual cautery. Fire and water! ſimple re- 
medies, Sir, but concluſive in their operation. N 


Thus have I given you a ſlight ſketch of this tiſſue of barbarous abſur- 


diy in which, whether anton malice and paltry ſcandal, or groſs 
nonſenſe and wilful miſrepreſentation predominate, it is difficult to 


determine. — Having in the courſe of his letter nearly exhauſted his 


invention, he ſums the whole of his rancour in the aſſertion that 


the late pious Vicar ſoon looked vpon Lukin's pretences with 


duc contempt.” And this concludes the catalogue of FraisnooDp; 
for I declare in dire& oppoſition to your correſpondent, that Mr. 
W. to the laſt hour of his life moſt tenderly compaſſionated the ſufferer, 


and ever ſo effectually begiended him, that he very ſenſibly at this 


moment, when the aſſaults of unprovoked malignity are ſo cruelly 


directed apainil him, feels and laments the loſs of his revered be- 
nefaQtor, OE | 


Let me therefore adviſe S. N. whoſoever he be, ere he again ex- 


Hibit himſelf to the public, to riſe ſuperior to the little vulgar tales, 
add filly anecdotes in a village, to diſtruſt in ſome meaſure his own 


voaſt ſagacity and importance, and to provide himſelf with a ſmall 
 modicum of two articles that he ſeems very much to w 


ant at preſent, 
COMMON SENSE, and COMMON HUMANITY, | 8 


JuS TITIX VINDEX. 


. S. Jußy 1.—l am ſorry to congratulate S. N. on the ſucceſs of 
his malignant infinuations : the poor creature who is the object of 


$ them having, 1hough he continues perfectly free from ae 0 been har- 


raſſed by the outcry raifed againſt him into a grievous 


od1ly diſorder. 
8 . | To 


5 
CCCTAfnf 3 
STR, „%% 
A Vindication of George Lukins having been publiſhed in the 
Briſtol Gazette, by an anonymous Writer, under the proſti- 
tuted ſignature of Juſtitiæ Vindex, I muſt requeſt that in your next 


you will inſert this. | | I 5 
If ſcurrility, and a total diſregard to truth, can deſerve attention, 


then no writer ever had a ſtronger claim to general notice and credit, 


than that infignificant declaimer. His motly witticiſms are beneath 
my notice. And his Vindication does not prove a ſingle circum- 
ſtance, tending to invalidate my narrative, publiſhed in the Briſtol 
Gazette the preceding week. 'That George Lukins and his Compa- 
nions were intoxicated at Mr, Love's; and that in conſequence of 
his ebriety only, he fell down at the door, I am aſſured by ſeveral 
le of good character, who were preſent.. 
This circumſtance was mentioned to prove the falſehood of the 
pretence, „that he ſeemed at the moment of the fall, to have re- 
ceived a blow, from the hand of ſome perſon, who as he thought, 
was allowed thus to puniſh him, for acting a part in the play.” In 
my narrative, J have noticed ſeveral other ſtories he has told, to ac- 


count for his unuſual tricks. It is well known, that George Lulins 


frequently walked to Briſtol, ® at times, when, if he had remained 
at home, his fits would have been expected; and that he returned 
in a few hours with p'tchers of Barm, &c. without the leaſt accident. 
His fits ſurely muſt have been of a curious kind; and the Dzmons 
which poſſeſſed him, very obliging then, and on various other occa- 
tions. W. R. W. poſitively aſſerted, „that during the influence 


of his paroxiſms, his eyes were fait cloſed ;*”” but Vindex admits. 
„that being ſenſible at thoſe times, he ſometimes opened them, at 
the entrance of ſtrange company.” With how good grace this is 


admitted! . | 
What this honeſt' writer repreſents me to have ſaid concerning 

Lukins's hand is to falſe, that I beg leave to refer the intelligent 

Teader to my narrative; and he will, I am convinced, be ſurpriſed 


ac his confidence. He ſays, it is not contended, that the con- 


traction was perpetual. On the contrary, it was uncertain, both in 
Its periods and duration.” This is gallantly ' ſaid by the demure 
Vindex! When J replied to W. R. W. my only wich was to pie— 
vent a deception, without expoſing the iniquity of the man (who 
has much diſturbed the neighoourhooa,) in a greater degree, than 
would be ſufficient, to guard againſt fimilar impoſtors in future.— 
Lubinus, during the ſpace of ſeveral weeks, continually kept up the 
appearance of a ſtrong contraction, in all the ſin gers of one hand, be- 
fore | put them out rait upon a hand-board ; Soon after which, he 
| | | pretended 


* Tis difance from Yatton to Eriſtol is about 12 miles. 
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pretended his thumb was contrafted, and obſtinately kept it cloſe 
to the palm of his hand, a long while, till the nail was grown ſo 


long, as with its corner, to make a deep impreſſion in the ſkin of his 


hand. This really was the caſe before I defired Mr. P. when he 
was ſleeping to obſerve the poſition of his thumb. 5 

The reaſon of my direction to Mr. P. muſt be evident to every rea- 
der; but how exultingly does the ſapient Vindex detect my weak 
neſs; and diſcover the cauſe of relaxation during reſt? If this Goli- 
ab, this mighty man of Gath, be not impoſed upon by others, nor 
loſt to all compunctions of conſcience, well may he be ſick of the 
cauſe he has determined to vindicate. The account I gave of George 
Lukins, during his ſtay in St. George's Hoſpital, was ſent down 
with him from London; and it was very lately repeated to me, 


by a gentleman of this Pariſh, If Zukins was poſſeſſed by De- 


vils, with what degree of propriety could he be left at home by 


his relations, with children only? This they have done at the 
ſame time of the day, that his fits conſtantly had been exhibited. 


He was then viſited by four perſons of reſpectability, who were 
told by him —“ that the fit had altered its courſe and would not 
return that night; but that on the morrow and afterwards it would 


return, at the uſual hours.“ It may be replied, „he could not 


have his fit, becauſe there was no one at home to hold him :” but 
this flimſy excuſe will not ſatisfy the public; though it has ſounded 
well in the ears of weak people. When Lalins has been adviſed 
to go to church, the mention of church has thrown him into horri- 
ble expreſſions and blaſphemy : but when be expected to receive 
two guineas from the Overſeers, to enable him to go to Briſtol, to 
be exorciſed, he found no difficulty in attending a Veltry in 
church. This year, at the annual commemoration of Congreſbury 
Club, Zakins went thither, and being diſcovered by a neighbour, 
and deſired to go out of the church, leſt he ſnould diſturb the con- 
gregation, he replied, «© he would ſtay if he could,” then gaped 


and diſtorted his face; but he remained there till the ſervice was 


ended. How very kind the Dzmons were thus to gratify his cu— 


riofity ; but probably they themſelves love muſic ! 


The very important Vindex infinuates that - the . Rulers of our 
Pariſh have not intruſted this unhappy patient to the tender mer- 
cies of my direction.“ This his inſinvation is equally true, as 
every poſition he has advanced, in contradiction to my narrative.— 
Soon aſter I ſettled at Vatton, the Pariſh officers employed me for 
him. He has at different times been under my care; and on the 


eleventh of laſt January, Þ was the laſt time employed by the Over- 


ſeers for him; but I quickly gave his caſe up, as vaworthy my no- 
tice, Here I muſt beg leave to mention that, ſome time after the 


ſecond return of his antics, he accidentally fell and broke both bones 
of one of his legs. | | 
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When I had reduced the fracture, I told him his cafe did wholly 
depend upon himſelf; and that if he did not keep off his fits, many 


diſagreeable conſequences were to be apprehended, which I was 
careful fully to point out to him. | 


He ſeemed greatly hurt ; ſaid he would do the beſt he could ; and 


Idid not hear that he had any fit during his confinement, nor did 1, 
at that time give him any medicines to prevent them. He 
was able to walk with the aſſiſtance of a ſtick, in fix or ſeven weeks 
at moſt ; aad the ſhape of that leg demonſtratively proves the good 
conſequences of my admonitions. Soon after he recovered the uſe 
of his leg, his complaints were renewed, which he continued a Jong 


while. Zukins's brother was a very worthy man. His fiſter-in-law | 
and their relations I feel great reſpe& for: and nothing could in- 


duce me deſignedly to give them juſt cauſe of offence. To guard 
the public againſt the long ſince exploded tricks of Jeſuits and Popiſh 
Prieſts, I found myſelf obliged to write a reply to W. R. W. This 


indeed I was called upon to do, by many reſpeQable characters of 


this pariſh, in its vicinity, and in Briſtol. Living in the pariſh of 
' Yatton, the affixing the name of Samuel Norman to this, can be of no 

rea] importance, as it is preſumed the writer would be well known 
without it: for which rea fon I ſhall, as at the bottom of my laſt, ſign 
the initials only. Happy ſhould I be, could I flatter myſelf that, 


the illiberal manner in which Juſtitiæ YVindex has treated me, in his 


pretended vindication of G. Lakins, had been occaſioned by the 
fraudulent deception of ſome fly malignant knave. A more con- 
temptible vindication could not have been conceived. The defence 
of a bad cauſe muſt ever be moſt vulnerating. The Choleric YVindex 
has indeed attempted ro ſupply his want of honeſty, by far fetched 
arguments, heavy deductions, low wit, and unmanly abuſe. Who 
is that ſcribbler ? Is he ſome Knight of the Poſt, or ſome Enthuſi- 


aſtic Hireling ? A poor thing, who, proud of his own importance, 


and profound learning, inſtead of truth or argument, thus inſolently 
publiſhes the baſeſt, the meaneſt bombaſt only? Could the anony« 
mous Vindex be dragged out of his den, how fine a figure he would 
cut ! But hid in impenetrable darkneſs, like a Coward and baſe 
Imp, he vainly levels his envenomed ſhafts at me. | 
Poor ſilly Yindex, how I pity him! The poor thing is an object too 
ridiculous to excite my contempt.—Hudibras ſays, 
% Your Pettifoggers damn their ſouls, . 
« To ſhare with Knaves in cheating Fools.” . 
But the immaculate Vindex is, no doubt, too diſintereſted to par- 
take with Lukins, of the PIOUSLY earned emoluments of his 
trade. With my whole ſoul I abhor a hypocrite. I would rather fink 
in the defence of juſtice and of truth, than live in the greateſt luxury 
and ſplendor, by means of ſephiſtry, y. e 


I muſt 


LD 


1 muſt intreat Vinder to recollect, that bone/ly?Yis preferable to falſe 
pride; and that profrund learning i in a bad man, generally tends, 


to render him more NINE ly contemptible, 


To Mr. W. R. W. . 


OR GIVE me, Sir, if I expreſs my ſurpriſe at being Informed 
that the author of the narrtive, with the above ſignature, pab- 
liſhed in the late Bath and Briitol papers was a WAKE; nor do I 


believe, that it has been a o atter ©! leſs ationiſhment to che gene- 


rality of thoſe who know you. Though | nave a ſincere triendſhip 
for you, yet I think it a piece of juitic? you richly deſerve, thus 
publ:cly to tell you, that your publithing ihe narrative above re- 


ferred to, 1s a diſgrace to your und-ritaniing, and that it has had 


a tendency to diſhonour the commuuity, of wich you are a teacher, 
and ought to be a defender. 


In ſupport of this aſſertion, J abſerve, although you bw not 


ſaid, that the extraordiniry ci--umitances here mentioned. were 


occaſioned by the immediate tt fluence of ſupernatural agency; yet 
by the countenance you have give to a late Farce, be your intro- 


' ducing the affair to the notice of the public s prepacariry to it, by 


your aſſerting, thai his diſtreſſing fitoation preciuded the ſuſpicion 
of impoſture; you have (like the reverend Gentleman in the cele- 
brated Farce of the Cock-Lane Ghoit| acted as midwife io what 
may now be called the Temple Church Devils. Had you, Hefore 
you ſent your narrative to the preſs, taken the trouble to procure 
the moſt recent and authentic information, | believe you would not 
have ſuffered it to have been printed. 

| You would then have found many reaſons to conclude, that if 
there was not a very great probabili y, there was ar I-alt a poſſibi- 
lity of ies being in part, it not” wholly, an impriture, — What thoſe 
reaſons are, it is not my inten:i9n at preſent to ſtate to you. Ihe 
moſt proper place for enquiries of this ſo:t, is of the perſons in 
whoſe ne-ghbaurhood he has ſo long practiſed hs feats; and to 
thoſe [ refer you; and ſhall only ſay that many of thoſe who former- 


Iy pitied him, believing it to b. a ſupernatural affliction, are now io 


far fiom continuing in that opinion, that they believe it to be in a 


great meaſure owing to nunlel', and bis giving way to a nervous, or 
ſome other diſorder. 


That it is a diſhonor to the community, of which you oupht to be 
a defender, needs not great ingenuity to point out: for if the Al- 
mighty does not willingly afflict, nor chaſtiſe the children of men, 
it 15 certainly a diſhonor to any church for its Miniſters to counte- 
Bance an idea, that he permits pretended witches or demons, to 
$oxment tnem at their pleaſure. | 

But the cure it ſeems is now performed: and I am pe: ſuaded that 


you 


( 22 ) 


you yourſelf will not think it to the honor of the Church, when T 
ſay, that the apoſtolic Agents, the Almighty is ſaid to have em- 
ployed on this wonderful occaſion are, a Clergyman educated at a 


Methodiſt Seminary, and Six other perſons in connection with J. 


Weſtley; one of which on a friend of mine aſking why Seven Cler- 


gy men were not employed in the buſineſs, made anſwer, that Seven 
Faithful Miniſters was the exprefſion the diſeaſed man had made; and 


that he ſcarcely thought there was one, (Mr. E excepted} 
and much Jeſs Six more, faithful Clergymen to be found in Briſtol ; 
and that, tho' the other Six perſons were not ordained by a Biſhop, 
yet they were ordained by God, and had many witneſſes or proofs 
of it in Briſtol, 1 2% 

Theſe are the people, for whom SILLY WOMEN and VWEAK- 
MINDED and UNINFORMED MEN leave the Church, and now 
run after as Apoſtles. 5 | | 1 

Theſe are the people who, to uſe the expreſſion of one of their 


followers, have now performed the firſt miracle ſince the time of our 


Saviour: 1 1 | 
And theſe are the people, whom, in this pious fraud you counte- 
 ANTIFANATIC.* 


nance and ſupport. 
Briſtol, July 9, 1788. 
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SIR, 1 

HE original publication of Lakin's narrative, is by a writer in 

your laſt paper, ſaid to be a diſgrace to the underſtanding of the 
Geutleman from whom it proceeded, and to have a tendency to 
diſhonour the community. If this were the caſe, I ſhould not en- 
deavour to intercept from that Gentleman any chaſtiſement that 
might be beſtowed upon him; but ſhould leave him to the benefit of 
his own protection. But neither the publication of the narrative, 
nor the circumſtances that followed it, authorize any unfavourable 
conſtruction of his conduct. The cauſes of cenſure alledged by your 
correſpondent, are the publication of the narrative immediately pre- 
cedent, and apparently preparative to the performance in Temple 


Church; the aſſertion that Zaukinss diſtreſſed ſituation precluded the 


ſuſpicien of impoſture; the omiſſion to procure recent and authentic 

information; and the conſequences that have enſued from the whole 

affair, fanatical aſſumption, and popular deluſion, | 
As to the firſt cenſure, Jam authorized to declare that the publica- 


tion of the narrative, as it appeared firſt in the Bath Chronicle, took 


place without any knowledge, or even ſuſpicion of the writer, that 
| | Lullin: 


* This firſt letter ſigned Antifanatic, was at that time written by an un- 
now hand. * 
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Lultia was about to be removed from Tatton; much leſs that the 
Methodiſts intended to perform their exorciſms upon him. If the 


writer had poſſeſſed ſuch information or intention, one of the Brio 
papers would have been the proper vehicle for exciting the public 


notice, as the ſcene of action was to be in that city. But on 
the contrary, the narrative was ſent to the Barb printer near a 
fortnight before it appeared; two intermediate Chronicles were 


| publiſhed without it and an apology was made by the printer for the 


omiſſion. So that as it appears from a paragraph in the laſt Bath 
Chronicle, the author of the narrative foreſaw none of the conſequen- 
ces that followed the infertion ; but propoſed it ro the public at 
large, as a caſe apparently curious and remarkable. | 
That the circumſtances of Lukins's caſe amply precluded the fuſ. 
picion of impoſture, is ſtill very certain. The writer of the narra- 
tive has paſſed much of his time in and near the place, and is well 
acquainted in the neighbourhood ; fo that he had ſufficient oppor- 
tunity to collect the moſt recent and authentic information. And from 
that he declares, that £u#ns's caſe altogether precluded the ſuſpi- 
cion of impoſture. | 1 | 
As to the conſequences that have enſued from the affair, all par- 
ties, I think mult be ſorry for them, the recovery excepted ; though 
it muſt be remarked, that whether the narrative had appeared or 
not, the proceedings at Temple Church would have taken place, 
and been trumpeted forth by thoſe concerned, with the ſame fana- 
tical exultation. | | 
The narrative, therefore, and its writer, are wholly indepen- 


dent and dittin& from the perſons and circumſtances that have fince 


connected themſelves with the ſubject, che letter having by nere 


accident appeared juſt before the farce was exhibited in Temple 


Church; and the author being totally unconcerned with all che 
performers, and their proceedings, | 


Redland, July 13. AuMͤcus. 


nnen 
SIR, 


HE writer in a late paper, who has taken the trouble of paſs- 

ing a few remarks on my addreſs to W. R. W; if really that 
man ofcandour he pretends to be, is certainly deceived in the per- 
{on he attempts, to defend. Had Mr. W.'s conduct been de fenſi- 
ble on the honorable grounds of candor and truth, I ſhou!d have 
been the laſt to have pointed out its abſurdity or evil tendency. 
But truth, generoſity, common honeſty, and even policy, have been 
equally ſtraagers to the part Mr, W. has taken in this praiſe-worthy 
buſineſs; a baſineſs, the conſequence of which, Amicus himfelf 
acknowledges, „ all parties mult be forry for, and which has been 
| | | e trumpeted 
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* trumpeted forth by thoſe concerned with fanatical exultations.“ 
In anſwer to what he calls my firſt cenſure, be ſays, I am au- 
thoriſed to declare, that the publication of the narrative, as it ap- 
«« peared in the Bach Chronicle, took place without any knowledge 
« or even ſuſpicion of the writer, that Zy4ins was about to be 
% removed from Taiton; much leſs that Methodiſits intended to 
& perform theit exorciims upon bim.“ 
Your correſp:;ndent does not here venture to deny that his friend 
had an idea of a future exorciſm ; but has evidently avoided it by 


laying the ſtreſs on the removal from Yatron, and the Methediffs 


performing it. This deſpicable evaſion would not have been ne— 


ceſſary, nor is it probable it would have been reſorted to, but 


with an intention to ſcreen Mr, W. and miſ-lead the public: for 
the zruth is, that Lutins when perſonating the great Devil, had fre- 
guently for a conſiderable time previouſly to the appearing of the 


narrative, declared that ſeven clergymen by praying with him could 


cure him. | = © 

That Mr, W. has lived at Yatton within theſe few years, and 
that he has paſſed much of his time fince, ſufficiently near that 
place, to have procured more recent information is readily granted, 
to the maniſeſt diſgrace of his un derſtandipg and prudence. It 
ſeems to be the priueipal aim of his defender, (or as I am inclined 
to think of Himel, under the ſignature of Amicus) to make it ap- 


- pear that he bas had no connection avhatever, with any of the pro- 


ceedings that have followed his narrative, or with any of the per- 


formers: ſome aſſertions to the ſame effect have alſo appeared in 


the Bath Chronicle; inferted, no doubt by his authority; How 


theſe aſſertions canybe made to agree with his bavirg a few days 
after Luvins auas orctſed, openly defended him in the company of a 
. gentleman, a ellor1n the Univerſity of Oxford, and ſome other 


gentlemen in this city, at Mr. Ea/terbrook's houſe ; or how he ima- 
gines the above declaration ſhould be attended to or believed by 


the public, while he ſhameleſsly receives and returns viſiis even rom 


the exorciſts themſelves ; exceeds the limits of my imaginatin to con- 
ceive. Yet how much more will the public be aſtoniſhed when I 
tell them, on the authority of a declaration of the leader of the exor- 


cilts, that this fame W. R. W. of Wiington, is in all probability 
the writer of thoſe wile and abuſive letters, ſign'd Fuftitie Vindex; 


letters ſo generally and jultly execroted, that they only want the 
addition of the author's name, to render him eternally infamous. 
After this deluſive conduct to all parties; after thus publicly de- 


ſerting and denying any concern with his new-made acquaintance in 


different papers; at the fame time {ſupporting them under cover of 
an anonymeas ſignature in another; and carrying on an intimate and 
Pesſonal correſpondence with them at the place of his abode : after 
chus abuſing the public by taking both ſides of a queſtion in order to 


deceive 
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zeceite and force a ridiculous abſurdity upon them, which he is 
aſhamed to ſupport openly : after ſuch conduct, is it poſſih that 
ary perſon unleſs deſtituté of thoſe feelings and ſentimerts hat gig 


bite man; can appear before the one without -ranifeft canfuſic and 


omor/e ; or meet the other without a con/czcas Cue of guilt upon his 
COUNTCNAnce. 7. TE SES 
Wh ao the reader views the dup/tcity of this conduct, 2nd conſiders 


| how contrary it is to what he has a right to expect trom fo ſacred a 


character as that of a clergymen, I believe te will not think that I 
ales too ffrong an expreflion W. en I tod him, that he bad diſgraced 
Li; underflanding and diſponoured his profeſſion. | 


| 1 ANTI- FANATIC. 

Hotwells, July 24, 1788. | | 
to mw FF RIENTEE 

S 1 R, 


| „ gr deſcending to miſerable abuſe like AxTi-Fans- 


TiC, which ever argues a conſcious weakneſs of the cauſe, 
1 ſhall extract the marrow of his furious epiſtle, and reply to that 
only. | a. | | „ 

My friend had no idea of a future exorciſm by Methodiſts, or others, 
although he had often heard Lakins expreſs his opinion that only the 
aſſiſtance of ſeven clergymen could give him relief; but knew not, 
when h- publiſhed the caſe, that there was any intention of making 
the experiment. 

That he defended Lubinus in the preſence of the Profeſſor from the 
charge of impoſture is amply acknowledged; and that the ſaid Pro» 
teiT r admitted his arguments to amount to conviction, is alſo certain: 
but that he receives and returns viſits from the exorciſts themſelves, . 
is an abſolute falſhood ; * and that he is thewriter of the letters ſigned 


| Juſtitiæ Vindex, (though I think if he were he need not be aſhamed 


of them) I defy AnTi-FanarTic to produce any authority for: as 
to the vulgar tittle-tattle of 8. N. it is toe contemptible for 
notice, and diſgraced your very reſpectable paper. 
| Jam Sir, | 
Your humble Servant, 
. AMICUS, 
| Redland, July 29. | 


* How curious this ſubterfuge ! | | 

He denies “ that he receives and xETuRrNs viſits from the exorciſts,“ nough he 
admits * that he defended Lukins“ at Mr. EasTExBROOX's houſe, and it is 
proved in my letter of July 22, (page 3o,) that Meſſrs. Hunt and Weſtcoat had 
viſited him at us cwN HousE at Wrington | 
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O the turlothrumbs declamation of the magnanimous 5, &. 

inſerted in J. Farizy's laſt journal it is really difhcult for ame ty 
frame an adequate repiy, Not that the argumentative and lenhble 
part of it would, require any great compals of underſtanding fully 
do gefute: that, like the {liad, might repoſe itſelf in a nutfhel!. 
But ta the tropes, the figures, the metaphors, the ſublimities that 
aocur throughout, it is not for an ordinary mortal to attempt a repii- 


cation. I proteſt, Sar, the magnitude of his ideas, with the eleva- 


ted pomp of ſtyle in which they are arrayed, ablolutcly confo nm 


aud ſurpriſes me. 


Let me then recover awhile from the blaze of el>quence with 


which this tranſcendent writer has dazzled my mind, ere I preſume 
te collect any materials that may repel the etfulgent flaſhes of his 


wit, His page, like Mr. Cebbon's, is fo luminous that—pordon the 
compariſon—he is dark wit exceſs of Tight ; and ſoaring inte 
regions far beyond my capacity to contemplate him, leaves me 47 
humble diſtance, rapt in mute extacy and adoration, | 
Can it then be expetted Sir, that a genius, thus rifing upen<agt?'s 
wings, hould ſtoop either to the wretched taſk of confirming hisowsn 
aſſertions, or even pinning his aſpiring intelle& down to plain fact and 
gro volling truth? No, Sir, it cannot: I therefore releaſe this ſublime 
writer from any uch paltry obligation. It ſhall reſt upon his . 
amnipotem $þjc dit, for he has adduced no proof but hear. ſay.— 
chat Zukins Was intoxicated at the beginning of his fits; and we will 


not preſume to enquire— bar be it from us, Sir—of what poſſible 


advantage this conceſſion can prove, towards accounting for the 
maladies that near 18 years and a half afflicted him. 

"We muſtelo yield, as in duty bound, that Lukine, in the inter- 
vals of his fits, frequently walked to and from Briſtol, without 
the leaſt accident; and becauſe he luckily got Home ſafe without 
breeking his neck, we muſt admit that he never hed fits by the way, 
But, in my humble underſtanding, thoſe fits afforded no cauſe of 
{uſpicion which 2qually attacked the ſufferer, whether at home or 
on the road, And perceive you, gentle reader, any inconſiſtency in 


faying that his eyes were faſt cloſed during the parozyſms, and yet 


that being ſenſible of what pailed, he ſometimes opened them on 


Hearing 2 noiſe, &c. ? When ſhall I prevail! on this gentleman te 


elcend to plain common ſenſe? A. natural philoſopher deicribing 


the effets o iep, very innocently ſays, — During its influence, the 


eyes are fait cloſed, but an uncommen noiſe will awak en the ſleeper, 


and occefhon him to open them Oho,” quoth a merry fellow ever 
on the watch to entrap this poor devil of a teacher, here I have 
caught you. Juſt now, you poſitively aſſerted that the eyes during 
2 were falt cloſed; and now you pretend to fay that when a 
dolle is heard, they will open, What a fool of a philoſopher?” 


1 


.. CE SAP 


e 


2 
"+ 
8 


„ 
8 A a 


7 Er 8 y- - 
5 #24 * ä 
c 


„„ 


1 u comprehend the exatt meaning of this WFITCT, it might 
5 th ny power to give him a proper anſwer. But he etudes my 
engtration. He hes that *Lakins much diſturbed the netghbour- 
$1000, | in a greater de; ee than would be fuſficient to guard againſt 
zuntliar impoſtures in future.“ If you, Mr. Printer, can even gueſt 
at the meaning ol this femenee you are a much wiſer man than 1 am. 
But perhaps you have a glimpfe af what he would be at when he 
declares in nervous longnes ©, that © the detence of a bag cauſe muſt 


Th 


8 


ever be moſt vulnerating. 15 with for his own credit, he had not . 


teſt himfeif o vile eralle. Trark and argument it we: je unreafonadle 
% require of him: but ſurely I have a right to expect common {ents 
and intel! Ugible language. 

Ts the former 1 cannot refer his reafening on the contraction cf 
of Lukins thumb. He allows that it was *ftrongly contrafted, and 
ihat the nail grew fo long as to make % deep imprefſion“ in the 
kin of Lulins hand. Shall I remind S. N. of the actual circum- 
tances attending this deep mmprefron ; that Lukins' thumb became ſo 
frmly fixed into the Palm of his hand, as to gencrate corruption, 
which abſolutely rendered him offen ive... Is here any ſign of im- 
poſture ? to be diſabled from working at his trade? in following 
which S. N. himſelf cannot deny him the pratle of induftry, any 
more than he can tarniſh the excellent and fpotleſs charatter he 
has ever maintained“! 

S. N. learnedly but fomewhat 6 alleges that T have 
diſcovered the caufe of relaxation during reſt. If | had, I ſhould 
look upon myſelf as approximating very faſt to the excellence of 
S. N. himſelf. But let me confine his eccentricity to the real 
allertion; which was, that it was the nature of ſteep to produce a 
Aflaxation of the ſyſtem. 

He ſays that he has given the fame account of Zuins that was 
ſent down with him from the hoſpital. I aſk S. N. poſitively, whe- 
ther that account was written, and official, procceqing from the fa- 
culty of the hofpita} ; and if fo, whether it ſtated Erkins to have 
been free from his fits, during the whole time that he was a patient 
there ? but what truth can be expected from a man, who in praiſe of 
his own vaſt abilities, and in corroboration of his own prejudices, 
has not ſcrupled to publiſh a rank falſehood, in the ſtupid account of 
two perſons, whom he pretends, fell into the fame fits as Lukins after 
having ſcen him in them ? As to the man, ke is ready to atteſt upon 
oath, and his miſtreſs will folemnly afferm, that he never ſuffered any 
ill effects from ſeeing Lukins in thoſe ſituations, and that though 
the Dr. has of late fo unmercifully vomited him in the page of a 
newſpaper, he never {wallowed an emetick, mild nor furly, meither 


any pþhyſih whatſoever, preſcribed by S. N. in the whole courſe of 


his life! Such an undaunted aſſertor we may permit to trumpet 
forth his own harmleſs applauſe.; but muſt = With cortemꝑtuons 


ridicule his little vulgar tales of clubs and veſtries; which, toppo- 
D* ug 
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ſing them to be true, only prove what has never becn denied 
that the ſits came on at uncertain intervals. And as the diſorder 
was moſt likely! mental as well as corporal, pray What improbability is 
there in luppoſing that the influence of the mind might now and 
then have checked cr varied the appeatance of the fits ? But that all 


was not feigned I think muſt be evident even from the confeſſion 


of S. A. himſelf: for no man, I conc:ive, would for meer arnuſe- 
ment break both the bones of one of has legs ! but this event came to pats, 


1 luppole, in conformity to the humane directions of the great d. N. 


who himſelf tells us that he uſed to counſel the people to let him 
trample on the fire, or run into the river! And ſuppoſe he had no ft 
whilt he was confined for this accident: is it. impoſſible that the 


anguith of his Jufterings—efpectally under the prudent management of 
OJ. N:—might not for a time overcome the fits, and that as his pain 
went off, they might return? But are we ro take S. N's word 


that hc had no fit all this time ?P I am afraid not. For bchold how 
cautiouſly he delivers himſelf. He ſays not, as I preſume he would 
have gladly {aid if he could, that J. ukins bud no fit during his con- 
finement, but, « did not farm that he had any. Bravo Doctor! f 

Well now we ſee the vanity of all human ſcience, and the fal- 
libility of the greateſt men! Even the illuſtrious F. V. had this 


patient under his care at different times for the laſt 18 years. But 


you are not to ſuppoſe that he could do nothing {or him, or that he 
could not have cured him if he would. No, no: he gave up“ 
the patient' s caſe, only as being cunworthy of notice ;” that is te 
ſay, unworthy the notice of ſo capital a performer as himſelf. For 
certainly to deicend to the cure of a poor wretch who had been a 
long time ſubject to ſuch a perplexing diſorder, would have been. the 
very extreme of degradation. However it appears that S. N. was 
not quite latisfed yet that the caſe was unworthy his notice; for 
he ackr ovrledges that he attacked tlie patient again in laſt January; 
a uh what ſucceſs - ſeems to be unworthy gur notice. 

che concluſion, the ſublime S. A. vauntingly faith, that ! am 
an 06. too ridiculous ta excite his contempt. But how any object 
can be too ridiculous to excite that ſenſation, | own 1 cannot conceive. 
The nue ridiculous an object is, the greater portion of contempt it 


ſhould excite, But this 1 is one of his grand hyperbotes, His mind 


lapoured to exprels 1 in poignant words the idea, , abundantly he 


deſpiled me ; and by way of laying that he e a conſummate 


contempt for me, he declares that 7 have excited no contempt at- all. 


But I am apt to belive that a man who winces ſo confoundedly as he 


evidently does, under the chaſtiſement conferred upon him, mult 
have felt ſome ſenſation infinitely keener than contempt j and cannet 
help luſpecting, when I ice ſuch pompous declainations on the 
beauty of virtue, that they are calculated only to cover the defor- 
mity of vice. | 

July 14, 1788, JUSTITELE VINDEX, 
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The private Letter to Mr. Wake, mentioned in the Introduction. 


Yatton, July 21, 1788. 

Rev. Sir, 0 | | 
r ACQUAINT you, that unleſs a handſome apology be made me 
1 this week, in all the Briſtol News-Papers, for the illiberal calum- 


nies which the writer of Juſtitiæ Vindex has publiſhed concerning 
me, I ſhall be obliged, though reluttantly to publiſh ſuch accumu- 


Jared evidence of his conduct in Lukins's affair, as will not fail to be 


very dilagreeable, Whatever you may think, I aſſure you, this no- 
rice proceeds from remaining impreſſions of paſt friendſhip, 
I am with all due reſpect, your's, &c. 


S. NORMAN. 
De Rev. Mr, Wake, Wrington. 


IHE REFL Y, ok: 
Wrington, Mouday, July 21, 1788. 
. 


If AM aſtoniſhed at your effroptery, in demanding of me an apology 
for the letters of Juſtitiæ Vindex, eſpecially as you have thought 
proper to reply to that writer, You may aſſure yourſelf that I ſhall 
make no ſort of apology for what he has addreſſed to you, and you 
may likewiſe depend upon it, that if you dare to make ule of my 
name, directly or indirectly, in any of the public prints, I will ſo ſe- 


verely retort upon your conduct, as ſhall make you ſeriouſly repent 


of your indiſcretion. At the {ame time, I freely own[I have no enmi- 
ty againſt you; and retaining, as well as yourſelf the impreſſions of 
paſt friendſhip, ſhall regret the neceſſity, if you impoſe it, of pub- 
ckly detending myſelf, and annoying my antagoniſt in the moſt ef- 
ſectual manner I am able. TE; 

I am, Sir, with due reſpett, your's. &c. 
W. R. WAKE. 


= Mr. Norman, Fallon. 
VVV 
V . | | 
MI deprived of the pleaſure and advantage of ſociety would 
be molt unhappy. The ligh of nature teaches the obligations 


of ſincerity, candour, truth. The in tereſt of mankind, if duly at- 


tended to, would be a ſufficient inducement to every intelligent mind, 

to purſue the ways of peace. | 

But early prejudices, evil examples, and unſteady wayward paſſions, 

in all ages, have too much influenced men's actions; and af] ge the 

giorious light of the goſpel, would more commonly have perverted 

the benevolent ' purpoſes of omniſcient goodneſs and mercy. Re- 
is | velation 


(3 }: 


| Felation teaches and enforces the neceſhty of | aan and good wilt 


among men, It exhibits the moſt brilliant inducements to virtue, 
and promulgates the moſt glorious rewards to the obedient. It is 
the intereſt and duty of every individual to ſtudy and obey its pre- 
cepts; and of every TEACUER of every denomination of chriſtians, to 
explain and inculcaie its dotirines, promiſes, and admonitions. W hen 
the man of God does this, when a miniſter acts up to his duty, be 

e{ervedly cla ms our regard, and reſpect: and he has the annimating 
aflurance that he ſhall not only ſave his own ſoul, but thoſe that. 
hear him. I have been led to the foregoing obſervations, by the 


_ conſideration of the ſhameleſs miſrepreſentations practiled againſt me 


by the anonymous Juſtitiæ Vindex. The foul attacks that writer has 
made upon my character and reputation, muſt rebound ten fold upon 
himſelf. . 5 

I have not offered one conſideration to the public, reſpecting Luk- 
ins's caſe, which is not true. This I pledge my ſelf to prove in its 
due place, to the intire ſatisfathon of every impartial mind. But 
Sir, as I have given my name to the public, J have a right to expect 
that the cowardly veil of black obſcurity ſhall be thrown aſide; and 
that the pious writer of Juſlitie Vindex's letters will publiſh his ad- 
dreſs, To obtain this end, I aſk Mr. Wake of Wrington, if he is 
not the author of the letter ſigned W. R. W. P I aſk him if he ever 


believed that George Lukins was poſſeſſed by Devils? J aſk him, if 


he is not the author of Juſlitiæ Vindex's letters? I aſk him if the 
perfon mentioned in my reply to W. R. W. to have aſſumed the ap- 
b arance of George Lukans's fits, when he was a ſervant to Mr. John 


* 


I aſk bim. if he did not promiſe that fellow, to pubhſh his denial of 


what I afferted concerning him, in my reply to W. R. W. ? To 
theſe queſtions I think myſelf intitled to plain unequivocal anſwers, 


To cut off all pretences on the part of that good man, of bare aſſertion 


without proof on my part, I beg leave to produce my authorities, for 


the queſtions I have put to Mr, Wake. Fx | 

Firſt then, it is generally admitted, that Mr, Wake is the author of 
the letter introducing Zukins's caſe to publicnotice, ſigned W. R. W. 
_ Secondly. The very ſtyle of the letters, with the ſignature of Juſti- 
ti Vindexafhxed, clearly ſhews its author. EP 

Thirdly, I am well informed that one of the actors Þ in the collu- 


five dæmonical diſpoſſeſſion, was with Mr. Wake, a very ſhort time 
only before the firſt letter with the ſignature of Juſtitiæ Vindex was 


publiſhed. 
Fourthly, James Rodford, who lived at Mr. Young's, and whoſe 
caſe I mentioned, abuſed me groſsly to Mr. Atherton of this pariſh, 
en Friday the 11th inſtant, and ſaid he would go to Mr, Wake, and 
5 | tell 


+ Mr. Hunt accompanied by Mr. Weſtcoat:— Theſe gentlemen declared at 


Wrington, « that they had been at Mr. Wake's houſe, and that he treated them in 
2 very reſpectful manner. 


oung, was not with him on the 11th 12th or 13th of this month? 


I 

of 

. 5 
is: 
us 


* 
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een hitn that he had not at any time taken any medicine of my di- 
Fifthly. Mrs. Young, Mr. Young, and Frances Parker of this 


Pariſh, all aTure me, that James Rodford told them, on Sunday the 


: 2th inſtant, that he had been with Mr. Wake, at W rington, for 
he purpoſe above mentioned :—lhat Mr. Wake aſked him if he 
would atteſt the truth of his account upon eath, and if he was 
willing to have it put into the News-papers. It is farther to be 
obleryed, that in walking through this Pariſh on the ſame day, 
Nodford exultingly told Mr. Plaiſter, in the hearing of Thomas 
Gooding, that “ as the Doctor had begun a work he muſt go 
through it how he could.” And laſty, Mr. Smith of Yatton heard 
Mr. Wake declare, © that if any one diſputed his account of Lukinss 
caſe. he would vindicate what he had written;” and alſo that“ he 
could write as bitter as any man.” Theſe were the meek, the 
zadicious declarations of the pious vicar of Backwell! George Lukens, 
on Saturday the 20th in Tole To Privo, in Edward Jones's 
cart: about the middle of the diy Luis, | told Jones, that he had 
been to Mr. Eaſterbrook's houſe; and that he was to go thither 
again, in the afterneon, with James Rodford. Jones, in his way 
nome to Yatten, ſaw both Lukins and Redford, at Bedminſter, at 
Lukixs's lodgings. The lait letter ſigned Juſtitiæ Vindex, having 
zppeared, before this viſit of Redtora's to Mr. Eaſterbrook, proves, 
that that gentleman was not the author of the aforeſaid letters. I 
long to ſee Rod ford's depoſition; and I ſincerely hope, it will be ſo 
Erawn up, as to vive it, its due power. | | 

Tas Sir, LI think I have given you ſubſtantial reaſons, for believ- 
ing Mr. Wake to he the author of the three letters in queſtion; and 
L Hatter my/elf, that the public will think me entitled to a candid 
reply from him. e 
Well knowing his abilities, | wait his defence. A revcrend 
a ine ſurety will not prevaricate; malevolent lcandal will form na 
pert of kis anſwer; and the (earned and good wie will ſhine con- 
picuoufly in every part of the compolitian. 

Yatton, July 22, 1788. | 8 
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/ HY, Dr. my laſt letter ſeems to have thrown you quite 

into a fit of morality. I never heard, nor believe, any of 

vour acquaintance, ſo many ſentences of gravity, piety, nay and 1&- 
ligion too proceed from your mouth; and if one could but find out 
2 the 


4 Lukns fince his pretended recovery, and during his tay in Briitol, font Teveral 
Packets to Mr. Wake at Wrington: he returned from Briſtol Saturday the 12th, 


Waitcd on Mr. Wake at Wrington Friday the 12th, and ſer off again for Brita 
the next day. | 
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tHe proptiety and pertinence of their introduction, I declare they 


would be admirable ! 


But, my good Dr, why will you not deſcend from thoſe rial 
fiblimitics which abſolutely render you incompre -henſible ? why will 
you not do juſtice to your own meaning, by writing plain Ergliſh ? 
You tell us you will fubſtantiate your charges to the fatisfaftion of 
every partial mind. Now I think you meant the very reverſe !— but 
truth is a more ſtubborn thing than you are aware of; and I am. 
afraid it will be only on thoſe minds which are already prejudiced 


and partial to your cauſe, that you will be able to make any impret- 
ſton. 


Verily, Dr. if anv thing advanced by you were capable of doing 


a man an injury, I ſhould, pity the poor Vicar of Backwell, or: 
whom with ſuch a heavy hand you have fulminated vour reproaches. 


But it is generally obſervable, my dear Dr. that where Providence 


finds a black malignant heart, it counterbalances the miſchief by en- 
dowing the agent with a mean ſhare of intellect; that the animal may 
be diſabled from proſecuting its inſidious purpoſcs with any lucceſs. 
So that, my good vir, as laudari a laudato viro is one of the molt 
deſirable things in life, the converſe of the propoſition, ab ullaudats 
vitußerari is no bad recommendation of a man's character: and you 
know in your own heart, Dr. that you are preciſely one of thoſe, 
& whole praile is cenſure. ' ; and whole cenſure, praiſe.” 


As to the Vicar of Backwell I have nothing farther to {ay of him 


than to congratulate him on having encountered your indignation : 


Tor that is a certain ſign, to all who know you, that he has done ſome- 


thing or other compatible with common ſenſe or humanity ; and I 
ſhould begin to teel for him very ſenſibly, if he were curſed with 
your approbation. 


July 29. JUSTITLE VN DEX. 


To V. R. W. of Wrington. 
HY Parſon, the laſt letter of S. N. relative to Lukins ſeems 
to have hurted even your delicacy. He is indeed one of 
thoſe aukward writers, who confines his arguments to {tubborn facts; 
who thinks, that an honeſt man cannot engage in a bad cauſe; and 
would not be aſhamed of a good one, To thoſe who are righteous 


over much. to every ſanctimonious Judas, an open, a candid con- 


duct muſt evei be grating. Who then can wonder, that thoſe 
principles of morality and religion, which S. N. in his laſt, briefly 
ſtated for your conſideration, ſhould be ſo wounding to ſuch a pro- 
feſſor of religion, to a creature whole condutt in evey part of 
Lukins's buſineſs is a dilgrace to his profeſſion, a reproach to iociety, 
and a icanda) o human nature? The facts which S. N. has publiſh- 


ed are well known to the whole neighbourhood, and cannot be per- 

verted by the ws tata ſhuffling and prevarication of W. R. W. So 

ſenſidle are you oft the truth of this aſſertion, that you have not even 
attempted 


1 
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attempted to anſwer a fingle queſtion S. N. put to you in his laſt lets 
ter, nor dared to deny any of the arguments he adduced to ſupport 
them. | 55 . 8 
This letter which S. N. ſent to the Printer, to be inſerted in his 
Paper of the 26th ult. was correct, but four errors of the preſs crept 
into it. | | 5 | 
1 In that letter, the writer pledged himſelf to prove to the intire ſas 
tisfaftion of every impartial mind, that he had not offered one conſi- | 
deration to the public reſpecting Lukins, which was not true; and 
I am convinced he will fulfil his engagement. You allow Mr. 
Parſon, *that where providence finds a black malignant heart, it 
counterbalances the miſchief by endowing the agent with a mean 
ſhare of inteleR, that the animal may be diſabled from mans 
, 


its infidious purpoſes with any ſucceſs.” With reſpeC& to yourſel 


the truth of this obſervation cannot be controverted. Your letters 
fallaciouſly ſigned Juſtitiæ Vindex, are ſo replete with icandalous 
abuſe; palpable miſrepreſentations and contradictions, that the public 
are in no danger of being deceived by your wicked endeavours. 
Your pride, arrogance, and folly have brought you into a worſe 
dilemma, than even any enemy could wiſh you. 

Juſtly buried in obſcurity, you, was reſolved to write yourſelf 


into notice. You would be great, but unfortunately (like as an aſs 
between two bundles of hay would ſtarve, not knowing which to 


make choice of, ) by endeavouring to deceive the reaſonable part of 
mankind, and ſlyly to ſupport the enthuſiaſtic, in the controverſy 


you have conjured up about Lukins, you have deſervedly incurred 


the contempt of all good men. | 

At the ſame time that you have been the ſupport of fanaticiſm, 
and trampled upon the Canons of the Church, by your writings 
and advice; you have by newſpaper paragraphs, letters & and oral 


declarations, 3 denied having had any thing to do, ſince 


your introductory letter, with the ſubſequent proceedings of the 5 


Mlethodiſts and Lukins; or having held any correſpondence with 


any of the parties concerned in the exorciſm. . But whoever will 
give themſelves the trouble to read the laſt letter of S. N. will find 
ſuch ſtr6ng, ſuch poſitive proofs of the fallacy of your pretences, 
as cannot fail to convince them of your duplicity, You know Par- 


fon, that in the eſtimation of ſome, the ſubtilleſt of hypocrites and 


worſt of ſinners make the beſt of Saints. Well then, may our very 
humane, our very worthy Vicar hope to be, and the ele& rejoice to 


to ſee him conſecrated, the head of the Chapel, the Britiſh Pope ! 
? E | | 


I would 
* Two letters in the public papers ſigned Amicus. 
+ What uniformity is there in every thing this man ſays ? It is well known that 


Mr. Wake, has ſent ſeveral letters to Mr. Eaſterbrook fince the public exhibition of 
the Temple Church Devils, with particular directions to the carrier to deliver them 


himſelf ; and that he juſtified the pious exorciſm, jn a debate at that gentlemans 
houſe, by declaring that Lukins's was not a medical caſe, | 


6. 
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CONCLUSION. 


N. 


HE diſcuſſion of George Lukins's complaints having been 
1 carried to a great length, it is I think neceſſary to bring it to 
a concluſion, The more readily to do this, and to avoid any miſ- 
conception, the reader is informed, that the ſame perſon 1s the 
author of the iatroduQory letter of Lukins's caſe to the public, 
figned W. R. W. and the ſubſequent letters, with the ſignature 
of Juſtitiæ Vindex. 3 | 

Beſides theſe ſignatures, the ſame good man is ſuppoſed occa- 
ſionally to have ſubſcribed Amicus in the public papers. This 


writer having denied, that Lukins or any of the yoyng men were 


intoxicated at Mr. Love's, in the Chriſtmas holydays, in the later 
Part of the year 1769 or beginning of 1770, and called upon me to 
ſubſtantiate my aſſertion, I comply with his challenge and produce 
my vouchers, SR 
Firſt then M. G. one of the adreſſes, declares the company were 
all intoxicated by ten of the clock, when ſhe and her female compa- 


nion left them at Mr. Love's. Secondly I am told by William 


Avery and Thomas Read, who acted ſeparate parts in the Chriſtmas 


Play, that they went early in the evening with George Lukins, and 
many others, for the purpoſe, and at the time above mentioned: 
that having performed their mum meries, Mr. Love kept them at 
his houſe till very late that nighc, and preſſed them cloſely with 
bottled ſtrong beer; that they were all intoxicated ; in ſo much that 
one af them was thrown into a ſevere illneſs; that all drank alike ; 
and that Lukins in particular, was greatly inebriated. As the com- 
pany was poing home, Lukins fell down at the door ; he was help- 
ed up; and his two next door neighbours, Avery and Read, with 
difficulty led him home; the ſtate of their beads being but little 
better, than of his, 


E 2 The 
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The ſtreet was ſcarcely wide enough for them; and Lukins in his 
way home bawled out ſeveral times, as drunken men are wont to. 
This then is the teſtimony of three people as valuable and as honeſt 
as W. R. W. But that my pious opponent may be convinced, out 
of ſeveral others who know the truth of this relation, I ſelect the 
name of a man, whoſe probity and honor would be a good pattern 
for W. R. W. to copy aſter; I mean Mr. William Briſtow. He 
gives me the ſame account of that nights Buſineſs. 5 
In the narrative of W. R. W. we read“ He declares in a 
roaring voice that he is the Devil, who with many horrid execrations 
ſummons about hiw certain perſons devoted to his will, and com- 
mands them to torture this unhappy patient.“ Again he ſays—** the 
patient ſings in a different voice a jovial hunting ſong, which having 
received the approbation of the foul fiend, is ſucceeded by a ſong in 
female voice; and this is followed at the particular injunction of the 
dæmon, by a paſtoral ſong ſung by, and in the real character of the 
patient himſelf.” He farther ſays—“ the dæmon, then concludes 
the ceremony, by declaring his unalterable reſolution to puniſh him 
for ever.“ Now according to this writer the Devil ſummons and 
commands. But whom then does he ſummon and command ? Why 
truly certain Perſons devoted to his will.” Who were thoſe Per- 
ſons ? Were W. R. W, and his reverend Brethren, the Perſons 
devoted to the Devils will” ? As a profound ſcholar, a firſt rate 
caſuiſt, I hope W. R. W. will make thoſe “ certain Perſons? pub. 
lickly and generally known, : | 
In ſome few days after Lukins was ſaid to be excorciſed, a reput- 
able perſon of this Pariſh met W. R. W, at Cleve, and talked with 
him upon that fubjett. Our confiſtent Divine wiſhed he had been 
| Prey acquainted with that buſineſs, and declared he would have 
cen preſent. From the general tenor of his narrative, as cited 
above; and from this declaration, it is natural to conclude, that 
W. R. W. really believed Lukins was poſſeſſed by Devils; and that 
they were abſolutely ejected out of him. But upon different occaſions, 
and 1n diverſe companies, he has declared, that he never believed 
Lukins was poſſeſſed. Paragraphs haye been, inſerted in the public 
prints to exculpate him from any cenſure on that ſcore ; and under 
the ſignature of Amicus he has virtually condemned the exorciſm.— 
For what purpoſe then did he attempt to deceive the World? Was 
it to get another petition for Lukins, and ſhare with him in the pro- 
fit ? Or was it to force himſelf into notice at the expence of decency, 
truth and religion? Let it never be forgotten, that it was the 
humane the faithful Vicar of Backwell, who has thus occaſioned and 
thus righteouſly ſupported this pious buſineſs! W. R. W. aſſerts that 
at certain periods of the fit, he is ſo violent that an aſſiſtant is 
too Sy 5 _ always 
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his chair, a firſt and ſecond time, farther from it. 
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always obliged to be at hand, to reſtrain him from committing ſome 
injury on himſelf : though to the SpeQators he is perfectly harm- 


leſs.” 


J would adviſe W. R. W. when he writes next, to pay ſome little 
regard to conſiſtency and not to advance ſuch palpable falſehood. — 
When Lukins's relations held him, he appeared determined to injure 
himſelf ; but when any rational perſon has infiſted upon holding 
him, and would permit him to run into a pool, or kick at the fire, 
and rather preſs him toward them, he hath uniformly kept him- 
ſelf at a ſafe dillance : and I find that for ſimilar detections he hath 
given ſeveral people fly blows about the Stomach.. Several years 
ſince, when Lukins's Brother was living, J n Sh—r—n of this 
Pariſh, on a Sunday evening, after divine ſervice went to ſee him. 
He ſoon began to dance about the Houſe, S-r—n immediately 
ſeized him by the hands, and held him faſt. Lukins finding he 
could not extricate himſelf, maliciouſly aimed a kick at Shun, 
ſo as to ruin him : but prudently inclining himſelf to one fide, he 
caught Lukins's foot between his knees; and exaſperated at the 
villainy, forced him to the other fide of the Room, to pot him 
down in a Chair. Lukins fixed his ſhoulders againſt the wall 
and S—r—n could not bend his body; but he inſtantly kicked up 
his heels, threw him into the chair, and frightened away his pre- 

Lakins's Brother being a humane man deſired 
Sh—r—n not to ſqueeze him. Such miſtaken kindneſs has con- 
tributed not a little co confirm the im poſtor. . 

Though in his antics he was wont to fall down upon the floor, 
he has always taken due care by letting bimſelf down eafily with 
one hand, not to injure himſelf, He would then terrify weak people, 
by pretending to ſtrike his head againſt the floor. He was gene- 
rally prudent enough however, to ſtrike his head againſt the foot 
of one of his relations. But when his friends could be prevaiied 


upon to ſtand off, I am told by people of undoubted veracity, that 


boys in their play often ſtrike their heads harder againit the ground. 
When he wiſhed to kick the ceiling, if either of the parties in that 
inſtant let go an arm, to deprive him of ſupport, he would imme- 
diately with the looſened hand ſave himſelf from falling, ſo as to 
injure himſelf, Or if in the exhibition of his ſeats, he was ready 
to begin upon violent throws of his arms, he was generally care- 


| ir, as to be ſafe from injury, from the 
furniture, or wall. N 1 8 


But I have heard of one or two inſtances when he hath not 
placed his chair far enough from the beaureau ; and having ſtruck 
his arm againſt the ſlide, he curſed bitterly, and removed 
Laſt ſpring 

per- 
form. 
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form, He began throwing about his arms in a violent manner: 


bat ſtriking an ironing box with his hand, he diſcovered ſtrong 


indications of Pain, looked at the box, and carefully avoided 
the like accident afterwards. _ 
Except when he pretended to be ſpeechleſs, he has during his exe 
crations, howlings, ſinging and geſticulations, at all times, readily | 
and ſenfibly replied to queſtions propoſed to him. He very fre- 
quently conſulted the clock, when people of diſcernment have been 
to ſee him, antecedent to the foreknown periodical approach of his 
manceuvres and ſome few minutes before that time, ſet himſelf in 
his chair, in order for his exhibitions. | | 

If any one reſiſted and ſqueezed him during any part of his per- 
formances, he would inſtantly reproach him with the acuteſt acerbity 
and curſe him vehemently. In one of his fits the. door was 
bolted, but being told that a friend wiſhed to ſee him he opened it 
kimſelf. _ Eo al me, 5 | 

It is evident therefore that he retained all his ſenſes, at all times. 
equally, whether in the pretended paroxiſms, or in the intervals of 
them. So that the opinion notwithſtanding of one or two ſuperan- 
nuated gentlemen, it is evident, that he was not afflicted with the 
Epilepſy, or any one ſymptom compatible with the known appear- 


— 


ances of that diſorder. | | Ss 
For the Epilepſy 1s defined, a convulſion, or convulſive motion 
of the whole body, or ſome of its parts, with a privation of ſenſe, 
That anxiety, dejirious reſtleſsneſs, boldneſs, fury, and violent 
unnatural bodily motions, were wanting on one hand; as were the 
watchful ſolieitude, incoherency, oppreſſive languor and timidity, 
on the other, to juſtify the belief of this being a maniac. It is how- 
ever equally reaſonable to believe, that he was as much viſited by either 
or both of thoſe diſorders, as by any bodily diſorder whatever. 
Lukins has very generally enjoyed found health ; was not more 
emaciated when he went to Briſtol to be exorciſed, than he has at all 
times been ſince I have known him; and he eat as heartily, and 
fle pt as well then, as moſt of his neighbours. Yet the pious W. R. W. 
ſays, that the emaciated and exhauſted figure he repreſents, the 
number of years he has been ſubject to this malady, and the proſpect 
of want and diſtreſs that lies before him, all preclude the ſuſpicion of 
impoſture It is remarkable, notwithſtanding he pretences, that 
Lukins walked very faſt to Briſtol to be cured, and that he told Mr. 
S. D. W. who rode with him fome way, „ tbat he had faith to be- 
lieve he ſhould he cured at Briſtol, if he could get ſeen clergymen 


| to pray with him in faith; but that they alſo mutt have faith, or exe 


they could not cure him.” This was the ſame mode of cure he 
talked of his antics, when perſonating the great Devil, Our old 
faſh on divines and old faſhion people, even our Lord and his 
Apoſtles repreſent Satan as the ſubtilleſt of Spirits: but our new . fan- 


E led 
\ | : 


( 9 


| gledreverend gentlemen prove him to be great a fool, as to teach his dici» 

les how to detect and over reach -:»:/e/f/ Mr. Lukins's pertinacious 

l iniquity had opened the ey es of the principal people of the pariſh ; 
> aad he was become too burdenſome to hope for ſupport, from the 
d care and induſtry of his fiſter-in-law. Under theſe circumſtances he 
applied to the pariſh for conſtant pay, with which he had before 
been but too much indulged. The managers of our Pariſh were too 


y wiſe to grant his petition ; and he was reduced to the neceſſity of 
* thinking of ſome deſcent contrivance, to cover his abominable iniqui- 
n tes, and get a pretended cure ofcomplaints, which never had any real 


X exiſtence. He foundhis Dupes and gulled them. His rewerend and pi- 
n odus protector and adviſer as he introduced Lukins caſe to public notice, 
would have laughed at our Prieſts Militant, and juſtified the cheat. 


r- We are told by W. R. W.—* That every effort of ſome very in- 
ty genious gentlemen of the faculty, who applied their ſerious atten- 
ass tion to his caſe, has been long ago and recently exerted without 
it 28 ſucceſs.” Some few weeks before he went to Briſtol to be exor- 
ciſed, Meſſrs. Box and James of Wrington and Jardine of Briſtol, 
es. # Surgeons, went to ſee Lukins; they were reſtrained by one of his 
of IF relations from treating him as they wiſhed ; and Mr. Box has au- 
in- thoriſed me to declare, that he looks upon George Lukins to have 
the deen a great Impoſtor. In my narrative 1 ſaid that after he was 
ar- admitted a patient into St. George's Hoſpital, he never had a fit in 
f that houſe, My antagoniſt in his Vindication of Lukins replies 
ion But from bold unqualified aſſertion and from ſeeming arguments 
, let us reſort to plain truth: and the plain truth is, that Lukins was 


ent #7 troubled with ſits 7hrough the whole time, at different intervals of his 
reſidence in that hoſpital ; that he was deſirous of being ſeen under 
ity, their influence by the faculty; and that none of them the houſe fur. 
ow- "XX geon excepted even ſaw him 1a thoſe ſituations,” This ſame writer 
ther in his anſwer to W. H. R. ſays “ the poor creature was afflicted 
| with fits, during the 20e period, and that he was obliged ar his 
nore _ expence, to hire a man for the purpoſe of ſuſtaining him in 
them.“ ä 5 e 
How impudent are theſe aſpertions by Juſtitiæ Vindex, upon the 
characters of the gentlemen of the faculty, belong ing to St George's 
Hoſpital! To pretend that a man, known to be afflicted “ with 
violent fits, convulſions and paroxiſms of nature, in that hoſpital, 
woas neglected by the faculty in thoſe horrible moments; though he 
was deſirous of being feen by them, is ſo groſs an inſult to the under- 
ſtanding of the reader, and abominable reproach to the faculty, of 
one of the beſt regulated aud moſt humanely conducted hoſpitals in 
the world, as no man poſſeſſed of a grain of modeſty or honeſty could 
have publiſhed, | = 


Or 


"7 © Theſe letters are omitted as not containing any thing neceTary to our 
"2X purpoſe which is not in the other letter:. 
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Or who can believe that Lukings would bave been permitted to 
pay an affiſtant for ſuſtaining him in his fits, in that hoſpital, who 
knows that it is a poſitive, a ſtanding Jaw in all hoſpitals, that 75 


patient ſhall be attended free of expence, and that à breach of this re 


ulation would occaſion the diſmiſſion of both the patient and the 
aſſiſtant? | 5 | 
On account of Lukins's fits, the pariſh employed William Avery 
to attend him to London: but no perſon was appointed to return 
with him; becauſe he was reported to be cured of his fits. 
ties periodically returned, the whole way thither ; and as Lukins 
pregnoſticated would long continue. „ | 
When he was before the board of phyſicians and governors ac- 
cording to the uſual couile of his complaints, the fits were to be ex. 


pected but io Avery's great aſtoniſhment he remained free from them. 


I have received a letter from a medical gentleman of high rank, in 
which he writes, I perfecty remember Lukins being admitted 
into St. George's Hoſpital ; and that I occaſionally viſited him dur- 
ing his ſtay in the houſe ; and I cannot call to mind, my ever ſceing 
him ina fit whilſt under the phyſicians care.” | 

Mr. Norman, Surgeon of Langport, entered at a pupil, at St. 
George's, about two or three weeks before Lukins was diſmiſſed, 
After the moſt diligent enquiry, he could not learn, that Lukins 


had ever played off his antics there; but he was informed that his 


Caſe was unworthy the notice of the faculty; and that he was conſi- 
dered as an impoltor ; but by reaſon of a pretended lameneſe, which 
he had always aſſumed in that kouſe, he was diſmiſſed as incurable. 
The following certificate publiſhed by Meſſrs. Rudhall and Co. in 
their Briſtol Journal of the 26th of July laſt is to the ſame purpoſe. 

S IRS. St. George's Hoſpital, July 18 1788. 

I received the favour of yours, which I am ſorry 1 conld not anſwer 

ſo early as you withed, owing to the pains I have taken to afcertain 


the enquiries you made, in which, however, my ſucce(s has not ben 


equal to my intention. In looking over the books, I find that a 


- Perſon of the name of George Lukins was admitted into the Hoſpital 


in May 1775, and was diſcharged incurable in October following. 
As to his diſeaſe nothing can be found to lead to a diſcovery what it 
Was, as it was not the cuſtom to regiſter the diſeaſes, and the letter 
on which it was mentioned has long fince been deſtroyed. Mr. 
Dampier the Apothecary (at whoſe deſire i write this letter) the 
Chaplain and the Surgery man were belonging to the Hoſpital at that 
time, and neither of them recollect any thing like the circomfſtances 
mentioned by you; ſo that I apprehend the whole will appear a 
palpable impoſture. Should be happy to communicate any thing 
on chat ſubject, which might lead to the full detection of ſuch com- 
Plicated guilt; but it is not in my power. 
. Jam Sirs, Your very humble Servant, 
JOHN GOLD vecretary, 
ſt 
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ts there a man in the world, is it poſſible to produce a man ſo 


ſtupid as to believe, that the Chaplain of the Hoſpital, the Apothe- 
carv who lives in that Hoſpital, attends the patients daily, and on 
: | every extraordinary occalion; and the Surgery-man,. could neither 
: of them recollect any thing of Lukins's moſt aboiminable and hor- 
- * rible an'ics, if he ever exhibited them in that houte ? 
| 5 l mult pronounce ſuch forgetfulneſs impſſible. The ſtrong im- 
7 5 preſſion of tricks ſo odious and unnatural, could never be obliterated 
i from a rational mind. William Avery was directed to tell the fa- 
Xx culty at the Hoſpital, that Lukins's was a nervous caſe. Someiime 
15 before he went to London, he had aſſumed the appearance of a 
cContracted leg. He kept up fimiliar appearances there, and conti- 
CW nued them a conſiderable length of time after his return, For this 
complaint, he was diſmiſſed the Hoſpital, as mcuradle, , 
mn. XX As his complaints were neither real nor ideal, but only iniquit- 
in = oully aſſumtive, medicine produced no beneficial effect upon him; 
ed and his deep diſſimulation effected that purpoſe, which his iniquitous 
ar- ; fchemes cauſed him to hope for. My antagoniſt in his vindication 
ng of Lukins lays, * all impoſtures are projected with ſome deſign; and 
the purpoſe of the Cock Lane Ghojt was diſcovered to be mercinary.” 
St. his cannot be doubted, and fully explains the views of Mr. Vin- 
ed. dex. He hoped, no doubt, upon the departure of honeſt John, 
ins the preſent incumdent, to ſucced to the Epiſcopacy of the Chapel, 
his the infallibility of the Britiſh Pope. In the mean time, a few. trijimg 
nit douceurs for his becoming zeal from the Elect, would feel very comfor- 
nich 3 table, and give great importance to our parlons pocket. in my 
ble. 1 narrative I obſerved ſpeaking of Lukins . his next ſublerfuge was 
in "Fa pretended contraction of his thumb”, My very kone# antagoniſt, 
e. in his vindication, miſrepreſents what I ſaid, and adds, “ it is not 
8. contended that the contraction was perpetual : on the contfary, it 
{wer was uncertain both in its periods and duration.” I replied that 
rtain he pretended his thumb was contracted, and obſtinately kept it 
been clole to the palm of his hand, a long while, &c. Lo this he has very 
hat a "modeſtly anſwered, © ſhall I remind S. N. of the actual circum— 
ſpual ſtances attending this deep impreſſion, that Lukins's thumb became ſo 
vinge = firmly fixed into the palm of his hand, as to generate corruption, 
hat it which abſolutely rendered him offentive.” So that according to 
letter his writer, tho” the contraction was not perpetual ; and though it 
Mr. : as uncertain in its periods and duration ; yet his thumb became ſo 
the Ermly fixed into the palm of his hand, as to generate corruption 
at that and render him offenfive, This is one of\the trifling inconfiſtencics 


tances - of W. R. W. Bluſh O ye reverend divines at the conſummate 


ear A ; effrontery of your very important brother! It may not be amils in this 

thing "Face to inform the reader, that ſome years ſince, Lukins kept alittle 

com- hop; tor which purpoſc he hired a room of a gardener of this pa- 
ih. In the ablence of the man and his wife, and at a time when 

: de pretended to have a ſtrong contraction of his hand, he was 


by 


(429) 


dy che fire ſide, wich his hand unclinched; but quickly after the 
od woman opened the door, he clinced his hand, retired to his 
Hop, and wrapped it up in flannel as before. | 


Mr. Vindex in his introductory letter ſays, that © during the in- 


fluence of his paroxiſms, his eyes are faſt cloled” to my anſwer that 
he took care to peep or flily {quint at his wiſe viſitors: W. R. W 
replied, —+ His eyes were undoubtedly in general faſt cloſed during 


his fits; but as he uſed to be perfectly ſenſidle at thoſe times, (reader 


oblerve in his violent fits, convulſions, and paroxiſms of nature, 
Lukins was pefectly ſenſible!) it is no wiſe proof of impoſture 


that he ſometimes opened them at the entrance of ſtrange com- 


pany*'. (So we find that the Devils were very curious to know, and 
no doubt were greatly obliged to their wiſe viſitors.) And in his 
third letter he facetioully writes, and perceive you gentle reader, any 
inconſiſtency in ſaying that his eyes were faſt cloſed during the par- 
oxiſms, and yet that being ſenſible of what paſſed, he ſometimes 
opened them on hearing a noiſe, &c.”? It appears to me, that there is 
{ame difference between a man's eyes being faſt cloſed, and wide the 

ri, as there is between a blind man, and a man who ſees dif- 
diſtinctly. But to follow our logical writer, in his wiſe exemplifica- 
tion of his argument, would be to traſpaſs upon the patience of the 
reader, and for this reaſon | ſhall only obſerve to our natural philo- 
fopher, that upon #ts own principles, as a man when ſleeping is 
diſturbed by an uncommon noiſe, and awaking opens his eyes; {o 


Lukins diſturb'd by hearing a noiſe opened his Eyes, and ought to 


have recovered from his fits. But the ſapient Vindex while 
writing his admirable viſions, never dreamed of the recolleQion, 
or judgemnt of his gentle reader. 


In my narrative I declared that ”our late pious vicar ſoon lookd 
upon Lukins's pretences with due contempt: but my honeft oppo- 


nent aſſerts that this concludes the catalogue of falſhoods. 
Mr. Wake our late vicar, in converſations with me, ſpake of 


Lukins iraſcibly: but with mature conlideration aſk'd, what 


can be done? His brother is a very worthy man, and is greatly 
injured by him; and we cannot without hurting the brother, ſhew 
him reſentment: and upon this principle it was that Mr, Wake 
extended his benevolence towards him, A. Wife of S. H. lived 
two years with Mr. Wake and was the greateſt part of her time at 
his houſe during the remaining eight years of his life, They ſay 
he always treated the idea of Lukins's being influenced by Witches or 
Devils with anger, & thought a horlewhip would do him moſt good. 

But to open the eyes of the deluded our excellent miniſter preach- 
ed a fermon upon Ifaiah, Chap. viii; ver. 19, 20, This ſerves, 


to ſhew the ability of that good man, and the great regard paid to 


truth hy his prudent eh But a man who could report a healthy 
man as being harraſſed into a greivous bodily diſorder, © for the 
ſiniſter purpoſe of ſtimulating the miſsplaced principles of 
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humanity in favor of an impoſtor, to prejudice the cauſe of tino, 
is a diſgrace to his profeſſion and deferves not credit. In my an- 
twer to the Vindication of Lukins, I ſaid,.— ' when I repld to 
W. R. W. my only wiſh was to prevent a deception, without 
expoling the iniquity of the man, (who has ſo much diſturbed the 
neighbourhood, ) in a greater degree that would be ſufficient to guard 
againſt ſimiliar impoſtors in future,” He replied, —* If I could. 
comprehend the exact meaning of this writer, it might be in my 
power to give him a proper anſwer. But he eludes my penetration. 
He ſays that Lukins much dilturbed the neighbourhood in a greater 


degree than would be {ufficicnt to guard againſt fimilar impoſtors 


in future.“ It my antagoniſt was as fooliſh, as he was mean and 
ſhuffling, the principles of compaſſion would have been his beſt pro- 
tection, from that chaſtifemenr, which his iniquitous miſrepreſens 
tations. and duplicity have juſtly brought down on him. 

Our modeſt Mr. Vindex aſks © what truth can be expected 


from a man, who has not ſcrupled to publiſh a rank falſhood, in 


the ſtupid account of two perſons, &c. © As to the man he is ready 

to atteſt upon Oath, and his miſtreſs will folemly "affirm that he 
never ſwallowed an emetic, mild nor ſurly, neither any Phyſic 

whatever preſcribed by S. N. in the whole courſe of his life.“ 

I belive that there is not a man upon carth fo amply repteniſhed 


with moaeſt aſſurance as W. R. W. alias Juſtitis Vindex, alias 


Amicus. Before I ſent my narrative to the preſs, I called upon 
Mrs. Young, and in preſence of Mr. Young and Mifs Young, read. 
it to her; and ſhe and they, all approved of what was faid con- 
cerning Rodford. | | 

In a day or two after the narrative appeared in print, Miſs Young 
aſked Mr. James Churchouſe to walk in and read the paper. Be 
did ſo, and when he came to that part reſpecting Rodford, he read 
it to Mrs. Young, and aſked her if the account 1 had given of 
him was true. She replied it was true, and particularty fpeciked 
what effects the medicines had produced. Mr. Young rememberec 
his, cafe and confirmed what I had written. Meflrs. Plaiſter, Robers 
and Thomas Churchouſe, and many others, remember having many 
times heard the late Mr. Young merrily tell, how quickly the 
doctor aud he himſelf had cured Rodford, Mr. Norman, Surgeon 
of Langport, knows that Rodford was under my care; had me- 
dicines diſpenſed for him ; and that he put off his antics by the 
next day. But admitting that Rodford did not take the medicines 
which I directed, how does this invalidate my acceunt 2 People: 
of the Faculty feldom ſtay to fee their medicines. taken. This is 
the province of the attendants. But this I can by no means admit 
in Rodford's caſe; ſeeing J was informed by the family, that he 
Had taken his medicines with {ſtrong and evident effect. I would 


be waſting time, to follow my antagoniſt through his inconfiftencies 
and witticiſms, For this reaſon I leave him to the flings of his own 
| conicience, 
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conſcience, if any he has. Sincerely is it to be wiſhed, that the 
diſgrace he has incurred by his illiberality and inconſiſtency, may 
work a reformation in him: and that in future he may fo apply 


his faculties to the ſtudv of the world, and the knowledge of 
himſelf, a to behave and live becoming his vocation, to the cre- 


dit of his profeſſion, and comfort of his worthy friends. Theſe 


are my wiſhes. If they ſhould be accompliſhed,. I ſhall think my 
time well employed, and greatly rejoice at the happy change,— 
When it is conſidered what length of time has elapled ſince the 
Reformation; ſince the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Truth have been 
publiſhed in our mother tongue; ſince the Glorious Light of the 
Everlaſting Goſpel has openly been ſhining upon every inquiſitive 


mind ;— how dilgraceful is it to human nature to reflect upon the 


groſs folly which ſtill abounds, and ſtimulates the enthufialts to 


acts of chicanery and pious fraud; as if ſuch practices were ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport the intereſt of religion! In few years it is hoped, 


it will be a matter of aſtoniſhment, that there was a perſon 0 be 
found, ſilly enough to be duped by ſo ridiculous an impoſtor as 


George Lukins, in the year, 1788. 


If we for a moment conſider the rapid, the daily improvements 


that have lately been made in the Arts and Sciences; how mult we 
wonder at that darkenſs and ſuperſtition, which prevail at this 


time! To what caule is this diſgraceful ignorance to be attributed? 


Is it to the rewards annexed to a laviſh compliance with forms and 


ſyſtems which are at beſt uſeleſs, if they are not unreaſonable and 


contradictory ? 
If to the latter,-remove O ye great ones the ſtumbling block! 


Let the religion of the holy Jeſus have its tree courſe! Aboliſh all 
 Antichinſtan Subſcriptions! Pull down the Hierarchy, ſufter the hea- 


venly Doctrines of the Golpel, as a burning and ſhining light, to 
illumine the Inhabitants of this Ifle ! 
And be ye not like unto the Orthodox Ffews, in the days of our 


Lord! But be ye firſt in this, and in every good and perfect 


work! Let the whole world ſee the light that is in you; and 
copying your brilliant example, gloriſy your Father who is in hea- 


ven! Of this be ye aſſured that a chriſtan's duty, is a reaſonable 


ſervice, a perfect law of liberty! Freedom of inquiry will powertully 

tend, and will ultimately remove uncertainties, difliculties and 

diſputes, * | | 

The doftrines of the goſpel are perfect; and ſtrip men of their 

early prejudices, are more eaſily to be underſtood, than the laws 

of our country. Yet our Lawyers are agreed in the explanation and 
owers of our ſtatutes. This agreement in opinion ariſes from the 

ampleſt liberty in ſtudying of the law. | 

Why will you then hold forth rewards for a flawſh fubſcription, to 

Articles, Canons, and Forms, which are not only contradiflory and 


diſgraceful to your underſtanding ; but which your greateſt champions 


cannot 
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cannot - reconcile to each other; and which no man can conform to g 
how dreadful is it to require of the Clergy, a ſubſcription to ſuck abomina- 
dle abſurdities ! abſurdities which the Clergy muſt even be ſworn to be 
governed by ! The Lord God Almighty, the God and Father of Men, 
Angels, and of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will not, with impunity, be mock= 
ed! Proclamations without the removal of theſe offences, will be found 
madequate to their purpoſes. For whillt ſophiſtry or infedelity remain 
with our public teachers as the natural and neceſſary conſequence of 
their ſervile acquieſence and ſubmiſſion ; the external pomp and gri- 
mace of your pious pretences notwithſtanding, what beneficial effects 
can be expected from your formal preaching ? By the bulk of mankind, 
eſpecially the moſt knowing part, you will, you muſt often be looked 
upon in your mimtſterial capacity, as not more valuable at beft, than 
« ſounding Braſs, or tinkling Cymbals.” In vain will falſe alarms, and 
vihonary terrors be held forth to the world, to enforce compliance 
witi the externals of ſuch a ſyſtem of religion. Let Colluſion, and 
Fraud, and Prieft-craft, and Juggling them, be for ever forgotten. No 
dark contrivance 2s, nor can be wanting, to eaforce the delightful ſtudy, 
the love of truth. For truth and juſtice have ever been, and ever 
will be, immutable, 


The caule of virtue and religion, need not other recommendation 


or ſupport, than that of honeſt diſpaſſionate argument and rational in- 


quiry. The beauty of holineſs muſt ever produce the moſt amiable, 
the moſt captivating effects and pleaſing ſenſations, Its refulgent 
ſplendor diſſipates gloomy apprehenſions, like as the ſun, ſuddenly 

emerging from opaque clouds, into a clear {ky, in an inſtant emits 


its brilliant rays, over our hemiſphere, 


Vatton, Auguſt 28, 1788, EE © © 
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